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Derek is back in the hot seat 

and writes:  This issue is a 

little late - I am sorry but 

personal circumstances 

seriously got in the way, and I 

was unable to get everything 

to Nigel when I wanted to. 

The last issue, with the Jack 

Wheldon feature, was very 

well received, and Nigel and I 

really appreciated the 

feedback.  On the back of the 

number of you who liked the 

idea of longer articles, well 

you have a treat inside with 

Ian Pearse's summary of 

when he traded as Pearse 

Locos. 

I was able to attend two 

garden railway events after a 

long layoff. The first was the 

Midlands Show at the Fosse, 

where I met up with old 

friends, and was introduced 

to enthusiastic readers. I did 

enjoy the Show, though I 

thought there were not a 

great many traders 

representing the 16mm side 

of the hobby.  

This was followed more 

recently by travelling to 

another Ashbash, held within 

a stone's throw of the station 

at Bishops Lydeard. This is a 

more low key gathering, with 

two 16mm layouts and some 

smaller gauge ones, as well as 

displays, a couple of traders 

(Simon ANG and Jurassic 

Models) and refreshments. 

All proceeds go to the Cancer 

Unit locally.  

Anyone who thinks that you 

need a lot of space for our 

hobby should look at the 

photo (below) of Terry 

Bowden's industrial line, 

kindly supplied by Laurence 

Poole. 

This was an opportunity for 

Simon to run some of his 

locos - apart from a couple of 

the new Bowande Hunslets, 

he had brought and 

demonstrated two Peter 

Angus models he is selling. 

Dave Lemar brought along an 

Archangel Marmaduke (cover 

photo) that Harvey Watkins 

had turned into a really 

sweet 7/8ths loco. 

Marmaduke is a very simple 

pot boiler, with a single inside 

cylinder, meths fired and with 

slip eccentrics. Paired with a 

rake of similar scale Heywood 

replica rolling stock, this train 

just ambled round in almost 

total silence, with no external 

control and was a total 

delight. Dave Pinniger 

provided the photo. I will 

continue to maintain that 

modern loco performance 

has not advanced to any 

great degree from these early 

models.  I spent the whole 

day in the company of some 

of the stalwarts of the hobby, 

in deep conversations and 

just thoroughly enjoyed the 

whole experience. 

Please read the forthcoming 

events section, and come and 

join us on our travels if you 

are minded. 

Safe and happy steaming. 

Welcome to Issue Twenty Six 
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Copyright on all 

materials in this 

newsletter remains 

vested in the authors 

and editor.  

Reproduction of the 

whole or any part is 

forbidden without 

relevant permissions. 

Cover shot; Dave 

Lemar owned 

Archangel Marmaduke 

(modified to 7/8’s 

scale by Harvey 

Watkins - Photo Dave 

Pinniger 
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IT'S ALL 

THERE IN 

BLACK 

(GREEN?) 

AND WHITE 

Derek writes; 

Two features for the price of 

one. This Peter Dobson photo 

shows Harvey Watkins' Snowdon 

Ranger modified into Moel 

Tryfan. 

This was very many years ago, 

but Harvey needed to sell the 

loco. It is pictured in the 

fetching lime green livery 

applied by the new owner. 

 

It is one of those locos, like I am 

sure many of you have had, that 

you regret moving on and would 

love to know where it is now and 

the history in between. Can 

anyone out there help please?  

Nigel adds—curious truck tagged 

on there too vertical planks with 

a generous radius on the top 

portion.  I’m not sure if it’s the 

lighting or a darker shade has 

been used for the wagon 

interior?   The corner braces add 

a distinguishing feature too.  All 

adding to the intrigue…. 
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MAMODIFICA-

TIONS: Pssst – 

Want to know 

a secret? 
Ken Best, of Kenversions fame 
writes: 

No doubt, by now, most of you will 
be familiar with my forty plus years 
old “Super Mamod”, but not many 
have actually been able to have a 
close look at what goes on beneath 
that great blue body. Therefore at 
the suggestion of Derek, I will 
attempt to describe her workings, 
without hopefully boring you with 
the obvious. 

The loco is actually three separate 
units :- 

First we have the Mamod with short-
ened frames and not much body-

work. Next there is the meths tank/
burner, followed by the American 
outline body. To get “Miracle” up 
and running is simply a matter of 
oiling and watering the Mamod, fill-
ing the meths tank, lighting it and 
then lowering the Mamod over the 
burner section until a clip on the 
front of the tank can be pushed for-
ward over the rear frame spacer. 
Finally, the body is lowered over the 
loco so that the Mamod’s chimney 
sits inside that of the body and the 
rear of the meths tank is locked in 

place by the bottom rear edge of the 
cab. Now that you know how she 
goes together, lets see how it all 
works. First, those great powerful 
looking cylinders. – Well, of course 
they are only dummies, but you had 
already guessed that, hadn’t you? 

They are nothing more than covers, 
concealing the real (and rather ordi-
nary) Mamod cylinders. The cross-
heads, slide bars and connecting 
rods are also dummies and the job of 
moving the loco is still left to the 
original Mamod parts, with the 
speed, forward and reverse control 
still operated by means of the origi-
nal lever on the front of the loco. 
Look closely at the photos and you 
will see what I mean. Now lets see 
where all that power comes from. 

 

The workings of the Mamod are ab-
solutely standard, except for the 
safety valve - the original 12psi one 
having been replaced by one of 25 
psi. Also a displacement oiler has 
been fitted, plus a water top-up 
valve and the sight glass hole in the 
rear of the boiler has been covered 
with a brass plate to remove any 
chance of leakage. (I use a stop 
watch to time each run so that I 
know when to add water to the boil-
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er). The meths tank holds approxi-
mately 90ml and with the three wick 
burner and water top-up system, I 
estimate that she should have a run-
ning time of about an hour and a half 
– although to date, I have not actual-
ly run her on a full tank of meths due 
to the fact that my garden line is 
45mm, not 32mm and my O gauge 
circular test track is on a board 
measuring only 6×4 feet, making me 
rather bored and also rather dizzy 
after half an hour or so! 

Finally, the body. In the photo that 
shows the curved heat-shield with 
four holes in it, reading from left to 
right, they are for the chimney, the 

water top-
up valve, 
steam 
dome and 
safety 
valve. On 
either side 
of the heat
-shield is a 
flat metal 
strip which 
is used to 
position 
and steady 

the body by resting on top of the 
original Mamod side tanks. Sitting 
inside hole number two is a brass 
tube which allows the water top-up 
bottle to be used 
when the body is in 
place. The tube runs 
directly from the 
front sand dome on 
top of the body and 
positions exactly 
over the water top-
up valve once the 
body has been 
placed over the Ma-
mod. Access to the 
tube is gained by 
lifting the hinged lid 

of the sand dome. Run-
ning from hole number 
four is an “S” shaped 
tube which finishes 
under the small brass 
pipe in the middle of 
the steam dome on top 
of the body. This allows 
the escaping steam to 
be released from a 
more appropriate 
place, thus giving a 
better visual effect. 

Finally, moving to the 
rear of the cab, you can 
see the position of the 
two AA batteries which 
power the front and 
rear lights via a switch 
in the coal bunker. Inci-
dentally, the bulbs 
used are the original 
2..5 volt, old style, 

large torch bulbs which I fitted forty 
years ago – and they are still going 
strong! And that’s how “Miracle” 
works! Now you know the forty year 
old secret – but please, keep it to 
yourself. 

Although Miracle has not run in the 
past three years, the loco is still in 
good health and will I am sure take 
to the tracks again in the future. 

Miracle is the loco that spawned 
Ken's business of Kenversions, sup-
plying a range of drop-on bodies for 
Mamod locos, as well as coach kits. If 
you have any of these models, 
please send in details and photos (if 
possible). Derek 



Sales, Wants & Solds 
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Sales successes: 

Derek writes: I know from email response times that 
in many cases the first thing people read is the sales 
section.  If I am honest, I do that in magazines I get. 
TBM goes directly to over half of its readership, but 
we are aware from a counter just how many of you 
read it via the Shropshire Group website - we 
continue to be extremely grateful to them for doing 
this.  However, those of you who not get it direct 
may think that this stops you bidding for or buying 
anything listed, and I want to assure you that it does 
not. If you see something you are interested in, then 
get in touch. All Nigel and I want to do is keep the 
models within the enthusiast ranks so that as many 
as possible get to appreciate them, so buying is open 
to everyone!  

Now the actual sales.  

The Cheddar coaches went straight away for the full 
price. Prince of Wales, the little 0-4-0 has definitely 
moved. Another DJB Climax kit, untouched for some 
20 years, has found a home with the bidder after the 
previous one we offered was withdrawn by the seller 
as he decided to finish it himself. With mine, that 
makes three un-started Climax kits from twenty 
years ago. How many more are out there I wonder? 
The owner of the two Tag Gorton books has sold 
them to a friend. The IP Jessie has sold.  The Cheddar 
Samson was sold elsewhere for £1050, and the buyer 
also relieved the vendor of a Merlin Mayflower he 
had for a further £950. 

FOR SALE. 

An early Archangel Russell. There are no date 
stamps, but the last owner bought it in '90/91. It is 
not totally original, in that at some stage it has been 
converted from meths to external gas firing, with the 
tank in the cab. This year, the loco has been back to 
Stewart Browne himself, and he began by making 
two new main frames (the originals are still with the 
loco), as well as new connecting and coupling rods. 
He overhauled the cylinders, fitted new O rings, as 

well as servicing the rest of the chassis. It comes with an 
original wooden carrying case. I have a number of photos. 
This loco is open to offers. 

Vale of Rheidol 2-6-2T. This loco, finished in red as you can 
see, was scratchbuilt by Eric Sanderson on a Roundhouse 
Lady Anne chassis. The boiler is also believed to be from the 

same source. There was a short article on this model in an 
earlier SMT, but this is not immediately to hand. We did print 
a small review of this loco by its current owner in TBM10, 
p21. Original Roundhouse versions are making very good 
money these days, so if you like the prototype, this is a 
chance to get a model for less. Offers invited  

A really nice Archangel TAW L&B Manning Wardle. This has 
the benefit of having had a repaint and reline. It is gas fired, 
and fitted with uprated 2.4 Ghz. radio control. This is the 
version with Hackworth valve gear. Serious offers please  
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London Bus syndrome here. We also have a Roundhouse L&B 
on offer, and the model is in Australia. Recently a hacksaw 
dropped onto the loco, denting the boiler. A new one has 
been made to the Australian sub-miniature boiler code, and it 
has been inspected by the 'Rails in the Garden' boiler 
inspector. The valve gear has been converted to a modified 
inside Walschaerts, controlled by a lever below the cab doors, 
with rebuilding of all the valve gear to eliminate worn bearing 
points. The conversion was carried out by Lyndsay Crow in 
Melbourne. This valve gear could be converted to r/c to go 
with the throttle if required. The loco comes with a steel 
carrying case which would surely give it good protection for 
the journey from Australia, but you should consider that along 
with the freight, there will be charges of duty and vat to add 
to your offer price if this interests you. Talk to me. 

Merlin Little Wonder. Green. All of these models are r/c, but 
this one is uprated with Flysky 2.4ghz, equipment. I have one 
of these locos, and they steam extremely well. Whilst I am an 
admirer of the current crop of new Hunslet/Peckett models 
they are out of mine and many people's reach. Little Wonder, 
if you stand back and imagine, is a small open cab loco that 
could easily be a worthwhile substitute, but at a more 
manageable price. Open to offers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brandbright Coffee Pot, built for them by Roundhouse. This 
actual loco had a short review in an earlier TBM, and a bit like 
a supermarket offer, you actually get two for the price of one. 
Well, you can run it as a DeWinton style, or with the separate 
Plynlimon & Hafan Victoria body. I have a few photos. It is 
offered as running, but needing some tlc. Offers please. 

Finescale Port Class Hunslet. Supplied to the one owner new 
in 2008, and you can see from the photos that it is in 
immaculate condition.  I have a raft of pics. upon request. 
Accucraft coupling fitted to rear, but comes with original if 
you want to refit. You also get a toolbox for carrying the loco. 
£2,500  

An Accucraft Wrekin in red. Manual. I have more photos £775 
or nearest  

 

 

 



A Salem Talybont in black. Manual. Again I have more 
photos. Surely very rare? Open to offers on this. 

 

A real piece of history - an Archangel Lowka/Satan in 7mm 
scale. Meths fired. Black. A piece of nostalgia to run on 
your line? Offers please 

A Model & Miniature Railways LMS 3F Jinty 0-6-0 kit in 
7mm. Meths fired. Everything seems to be in the box, but 
the wheel castings were in Mazac, so like others of that 
time they have crumbled and you will need to replace 
those. Open to Offers. 

Four Archangel Vale of Rheidol coaches. If you are 
unaware, these are all metal. The rake is composed of two 
bogie and one four wheeler all finished in chocolate and 
cream, and the brake is in red. Ideally they would sell as a 
rake for £450, but can be split into pairs at £300 for the 
bogies and hence £150 for the four wheelers. We have a 
rake of the four wheelers on the heritage layout, and they 
run superbly. 

A rake of four Accucraft Lynton & Barnstaple coaches, 
covering all the variations. Southern green. They are in as 
near new condition as you will find, but no longer have 
their original boxes. Offers invited. 

A set of four very heritage points, as per photo. These are 
old school with Bonds steel rail, cast chairs and wooden 
sleepers etc. Originally these were used by the late Graham 
Lamb on his first layout. Offers please. 

A different vendor has a large quantity of wooden 
sleepered track, be it Bonds, Bassett-Lowke, Brandbright or 
Tenmille. There are straights, curves and points, and price 
is by negotiation so if you are in the market for any of this, 
get in touch with me. 

A number of books are for sale, as per the two photos. 
They are all in very good to excellent condition. Contact me 
and I will put you in touch with the seller. 
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The Sales list in TBM 25 is still active if you care to look 
back, apart from what is mentioned in the Solds section. 
We continue to be surprised that the very original 
Roundhouse Pooter has attracted scant attention. A chat 
with Simon (ANG) drew the fact that he has recently 
converted a 45mm fixed gauge RH loco to 32mm for 
around £200 so you may care to consider that? 

Abbreviated list - full details in Throwback #25 

Roundhouse Lady Anne. Green with orange lining (worn in 
part). Roundhouse No: 171 believed built in 1988. Current 
owner since 1995. Meths fired, and dual gauge. Offers 
invited. 

Very early Roundhouse Pooter 1984.  45mm gauge,Offers 
invited. 

Archangel L&B Manning Wardle, but a previous owner has 
modified it quite a bit.  Finished in L&B green with white 
trim lining. I have a raft of photos, including in cab where 
you can see the gas tank (well fitted).  Offers invited. 

Guards van in the style of the W&Ll. Scratchbuilt. 45mm 
gauge. £20 plus carriage etc. 

4 wheel scratchbuilt brake second coach in blue. 32mm 
gauge. Older model showing its age and you may care to 
refresh it visually? £20 plus carriage etc. 

Mamod track.  

TRAM LOCO PROJECT. £200 

TRACK BUNDLES. Offered as one lot for £50 plus carriage, 
or collect from Shropshire. 

WORKMANS 4 WHEEL OPEN COACHES. £20 each. 

BOGIE WORKMANS COACH. This is riding on Brandbright 
compensated bogies, and has passengers. £40 

Two open wagons £15 each. 

From TBM 23 the rake of L&B coaches, the L&B goods 
wagons, and the IoM 4 wheelers are still available 

The list of books in TBM22 are all still available. 

Details and photos available. We understand that the two 
DeWinton style locos and the Bachmann Shay from TBM20 
are also still available. 

If you have not kept the earlier issues of TBM, you can 
access them via the Shropshire Group website. Google in 
Salop 16mm, and our thanks to Mike Wakefield for 
continuing to do this for us. 

WANTED (Nigel comments, I 
love writing this list each 
edition. I find it makes 
fascinating reading in it’s own 
right - just reading what other 
modellers/collectors are 
interested in) 

A Roundhouse Forney - only 
made between 2000-2004. 

Someone with an almost full set of Brandbright catalogues 
would appreciate nos: 13, 15 and 17 if you can spare them? 

… then the original list… 

A gentleman with a nice collection of gas fired locos, 
cannot help but keep thinking that he would like to have a 
go with one that is coal fired. No specific model, but just 
one that won't defeat him at the first few attempts.  Do 
you have something suitable? 

Dave Pinniger wants to add another Archangel 4 wheel 
coach to his rake. As you can see from the photo showing 
his Archangel Rheidol "Hazel" pulling the two coaches he 
has, they are in chocolate and cream. So, if you have one to 
sell him, then it will ideally be either an unmade kit or 
finished in this livery, though if you have one in another 
livery it will be considered. 

Any Peter Angus geared locomotive. 

Linda, in Ffestiniog Railway guise, and must be gas fired but 
not a Roundhouse version. 

Another Linda. This can be any manufacturer, any 
specification, and needing work is not a problem. 

An Accucraft open sheep wagon, either W&Ll or GW 
lettering, but with 32mm wheelsets. 

An Archangel VoR 2-6-2T loco, to the original body shape. 
Whatever form of firing will be acceptable.   

Wrightscale WD Baldwin. 

John Milner's book, 'Rails to Glyn Ceiriog Part 2'.  

Tom Cooper magazines - if you have any please get in 
touch. 

The Merlin Monarch brass dome that fits over the safety 
valve.  

In the mid '90s IP Engineering made some four wheel coach 

P A G E  9  I S S U E  2 6  M A R C H / A P R I L  2 0 2 2  



kits with milled sides and a tumblehome as opposed to 
their newer versions. I have someone who wants to buy 
some - preferably unstarted but complete models would be 
considered if their condition is reasonable. 

A Roundhouse Bertie or Katie, preferably red. 

A Roundhouse/Brandbright Fiji Fowler 

A NGG11 from Peter Angus/Mike Lax 

Tom Cooper Huddy Hunslet, similar to the one below 

A Brandbright GS2 Goods Van kits, unmade. 

Any discarded Beck loco components - non-running locos 
etc. 

A David Hick L&B - in any condition. 

A Mike Beeson L&B - in any condition 

Dead or ailing - Any L&B loco, by any heritage 
manufacturer. Gas or meths firing, age immaterial, happy 
to take on any mechanical or cosmetic work being needed. 

A David Hick loco, preferably a Peckett  

A John Turner Quarry Hunslet. 

2 x Blanche in Black with Penrhyn lining. 

An Outline 7/8ths. scale Simplex 

A Roundhouse Carrie with Hackworth valve gear. R/C 
preferred. Or DJB Robert, which is believed to have utilised 
the last of the RH Carrie chassis? 

A John Brittain coal fired NGG16 Garratt, similar to this one 
of Johns models shown below - but acknowledging that 
John builds to spec for individual customers requirements 
and no two are the same. 

An Accucraft NG15, two requests  or NGG16 Garratt 

Any Hugh Saunders loco. 

A Hunslet Jack in 7/8ths. Could be Harvey Watkins, Wilson 
Locomotives or w.h.y.  

A coal fired Wilson Locomotives model. 

Exotic/old school/quirky locos and rolling stock to appease 
previous 16mm memories. 

Mike Beeson L&B coaches (please) 

Archangel Snowdon Ranger/Moel Tryfan 

Brandbright/Roundhouse Coffee Pot, with or without roof. 

A Harvey Watkins Darjeeling B class loco 

Cuckoo's Nest Katie.   

David Taylor Steamcraft double fairlie, American outline 
but also confusingly named Mountaineer.  

Any small and interesting steam loco (restricted radius on 
the line it is wanted for ). 

Tom Cooper Mini Mule. 

Merlin Little Wonder 

Tom Cooper Steamlines Rheidol. 

Archangel Rheidol, must be sound and in good running 
condition, similar to the one caught on camera by Keith 
Skillicorn below 

Archangel Brick - any cab profile. 

Tolhurst Model Engineers Vale of Rheidol Swindon built 
3rd. class carriage in crimson and cream, in v.g.c. 

Perfect World/Trenarren Models station lamp(s). 

If you are minded to thin down your collection, then 
consider using Throwback Modeller. There are no auction 
site charges, no costs for money transactions, and no 
advertising costs. You get what the market is prepared to 
pay, as opposed to finding out later that you could have 
sold for more. So, if you have any of the model described 
above to sell, then please contact me.  Thanks Derek 

AUCTION RESULTS 

At the time of writing this, GRS were advertising a Gosling 
GVT tram loco in green, with detail enhancements, at what 
I thought was a very competitive £999. I did see it at the 
Fosse Show, and it looked well though in a non-standard 
finish. 

Simon Whenmouth had a really nice Hugh Saunders Jubilee 
1897 on his stand which sold for £2700  

Lacy, Scott & Knight held another recent auction. These 
were all in excellent condition, with their own wooden 
cases. The bracket prices are inclusive of the 22.5% 
commission, but not vat if applicable.  

Larry Cheeseman Shay. Visually very like the Steamlines 
Moody River version, but all metal. I know where this is 
now, and hope to feature it one day. £1000 (£1225) 

Accucraft Peveril live steam. Red £1300 (£1592) 

WD Hunslet. Described as Accucraft but believed to be 
Larry Cheeseman built. Red. £1000 (£1225) 

Peter Angus/Mike Lax Darjeeling Sivok shunter 0-4-0. 
£2100 (£2572) 

Roundhouse Karen 0-4-2. £1450 (£1776) 

Regner Willi £440 (£539) 

Roundhouse Darjeeling Diesel £850 (£1041) 

Regner Chaloner £680 (£833) 

Regner Fanny £650 (£796) 

Regner Vincent £600 (£735) 

Peter Angus/Mike Lax Darjeeling A class. £3200 (£3920) 

Roundhouse based 0-6-0 'Baroda' in black £1100 (£1347) 

As above in burnt orange £1250 (£1531) 
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Taken from the headings of SM32, 16mm scale and live steam locomotive. 

A Fred Freeman Hunslet in red missed most radars as it was advertised under G scale and as 45mm when 
in fact it is 32mm. Converted to gas firing, the new owner may reverse this. It went for just £339, which 
seems good as it looks well. I know who has it now, and it could appear in TBM in due course. 

Currently listed (timely?) is a Pearse Auric in blue with white lining. Looks extremely well in the raft of 
photos. 1995 build. £1650. 

There is an Accucraft Edrig still available, handrail missing, at £768 which seems a bit strong to me. 

The Beck Anna mentioned previously in green appears not to have had any bids at £700. 

A Bachmann Lyn in black (electric), converted to 32mm and with current r/c, carrying box and charger 
had 15 bids up to £441. 

There appear to have been no bids for the majority of metal parts for a live steam model of Talyllyn 
offered at £395 

A goodly number of parts to build a Finescale GVT had 17 bids, and seemed good value at £150. 

The yellow Old Colonial, mentioned before, has dropped from £890, through £840 and is currently available at £750. 

A Bernard Clarke GVT open coach had three bids and sold for £46. 

An Accucraft electric L&B Lew had 23 bids and finished at £1070. 

A Roundhouse Millie, lacking a pressure gauge, in dark red had 21 bids and made £470. 

A Regner vertical boilered Max had 5 bids and made £292. 

A Battery Locomotion works railcar sold for £600 (see elsewhere in TBM) 

A Regner Willi was on at £500. 

Finally a rather sweet little railcar, using a PS models chassis with a four wheel coach articulated from the rear, sold after 
14 bids for £97.  

YouTube 

Derek writes: 

Wigfa & Llanrwst Light Railway August 
2021. I don't think you can ever have 
too much of watching this line, as Dave 
Mees has such an array of motive 
power running. Scenically superb. 

IoW Linda. Not what you might be 
expecting, as this is the Isle of Westland 
Railway. I mention it because of the 
thoughtful and well maintained 
planting around the line, which 
together with the infrastructure gives 
you a very realistic and prototypical 
view.  

Narrow Gauge in The Garden - 
Cwmcoediog. This clip is ten years old, 
but worthwhile for a lot of reasons. The 
line is in Aberystwyth, and firstly is built 
on a steep slope. However, it is the 

buildings that deserve mention. This is 
back in the days when there was not 
the proliferation of resin building 
manufacturers, and so you have an 
insight into making them with 
polystyrene. The results are there to 
see and are very convincing. 

Welsh Narrow Gauge '97. At nearly 50 
minutes this is a lengthy clip, but as it 
covers just about every ng line, and in 
that lovely early colour film, you can 
dip in and out. Good to see some of the 
lesser known railways.  

THE FESTINIOG RAILWAY (early days) 
1957. Steve Bradley kindly put me onto 
this clip. This covers what it says. All 
black and white film, you can see what 
the preservationists were beginning 
with. Highly recommended. 

RAILS OF WALES ( WELSH NARROW 
GAUGE RAILWAYS BEFORE 
PRESERVATION ). This was a follow on 
from the previous clip.  It covers a 
whole raft of subjects, but for me it was 
the first time that I had seen tramcars 
running on the coastal line from 
Llandudno, both open toastrack and 
closed versions.  
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Rebuilding 

Shey 
David Lewis (the man with every 
conceivable adapter mini module for 
the modular layout team) writes; 
 

In an earlier edition of this magazine, 
it was noted that a clockwork tram 
had sold on ebay, and did anyone 
know anything about it. Well, Yes I 
do, as I bought it as a birthday 
present for my wife Catherine. Those 
who know her will know she likes 
clockwork locos as she can’t be doing 
with all the messing about with 

steam locos. Anyway, as I said I won 
the auction at what I thought was a 
reasonable price, and awaited the 
postman’s arrival, (so I could hide it 
from Catherine, ready for her 
birthday). When it arrived, the parcel 
came complete with a postman’s 
boot print, not really what I wanted, 
when opened it, I found a violently 
dismantled kit. Oh dear ! I contacted 
the seller, with photos and we 
agreed a reduction in the price, and 
he said he would try to claim 
something back from the post office. 
The various ‘bits’ were laid out and a 
plan for rebuilding formulated. The 
motor seemed in reasonable 
condition for it’s age, so just clean 
out some fluff, a soak to remove the 
old oil etc. and lubricate ready to 
wind up. The key was in two parts, a 
square tube and an old washer that 

had once been roughly welded on 
one end, so a new one was made 
reusing the original square shaft and 
some bits of brass all silver soldered 
together. The chassis now seemed to 
run quite well. I turned my attention 
to the bodywork. After cleaning up 
the main parts, I noticed that the 
ends were not the same and quite 
roughly cut out window openings 
which were a different size and 
shape, a little truing up with a file 
and some filling, then the body could 
be reassembled with a new plywood 
roof and a smaller chimney, it 
started to look more the part. I then 
turned my attention to the ‘boiler 
and engine’. A mixture of original 
boiler and other parts, plus lots of 
bits from the ‘that will come in useful 
one day’ box, some copper wire, bits 
of brass, etc. and the internals, I 
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hope, looked better than before 
it’s encounter with the postman’s 
foot. By this time Catherine had 
found out what I was up to, so 
colour and name were chosen by 
her, ‘Shey’, named after a close 
friend, was back together and 
looking even smarter than when I 
had first seen her on ebay, with 
just nameplates to order and add. 
However by this time we were in 
lockdown. No lockdown is not the 
best time to move house, but that 
is a story for another day. The 
house, garden, workshops, and 
railway were all packed away 
ready for the move, and so by the 
time the plates finally arrived we 
were moving house, the plates 
were put in the box with Shey, 
ready for painting and fixing on 
when we get to Wales. Our ‘new’ 
house is 180 years old, and 
required a fair amount of 
renovation, meaning that Shey 
and the rest of the railway stayed 
in storage for over a year. In 
March this year, I was part of the 
team running the 16mm modular 
layout at the 2022 MGRS in 
Warwick, so thought I would take 
Shey to photograph on the layout, 
only to discover when I got there, 
that I had not painted or fixed the 
plates on, but she ran anyway and 
photos were taken. Being a short 

wheelbase and without a coach to 
slow her down, she is quite ‘lively’, 
but ran most of the way round on 
one wind, about 120 feet, the 
mechanism does not have reverse, 
so we don’t even have to turn the 
drivers head around. When I 
returned home she finally got her 
name, and is posed on one of the 
modules at home. Catherine, at last 
got her finished, if belated birthday 
present just 18 months late.  

Nigel adds great job David—now 
back to module building for 
Llangollen and Peterborough….. 



CMR/SSG driver Barry Bolt with his new loco. 
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Cheap as Chips                

In keeping with the tradition of trying to keep 

costs down, as would have happened with a full 

sized narrow gauge railway, and many of us of 

the 16mm fraternity, I came up with a cheap 

slate wagon. Let me say straight away it is not a 

scale model, or is it a wagon that would have 

run on the “main line” of a narrow gauge 

system - more shall we say suited to a feeder 

line in a quarry. But having said that it not far 

off what was used in the North Wales Quarries for 

moving large pieces of slate to the cutting sheds.  

A move to North Devon saw us move into a 

bungalow and on going through some loft space I 

came across some pieces of parquet flooring. 

This was the sort you lay made from pieces of 

wood which are attached to a material backing 

to form a tile. By removing the wood from the 

backing I came up with some really useful pieces. 

Straight away I thought I could use these in 

conjunction with 16mm modelling.  I made a 

coaling stage from some, but then came up with 

the idea that is the subject of this article. 

Firstly I stuck two of the pieces together to give 

me some height, because believe it or not the 

width was just right for 32mm spaced wheels. I 

am sure you could find other suitable wood; it was 

just that I had this lot at hand. To simulate the 

metal that is usually found on the ends of 

these sort of wagons I cut a small strip of 

metal from a coke tin that had been cut open 

and flattened and tacked it on at each end. The 

assembly was then dyed with some wood dye.  

That gave me the basic chassis; I next obtained 

from Binnie’s some axle boxes, axles, and 

some suitable wheels. Shopping list as shown, 

Axle box  Fest. Wooden Slate Type.  Two packs 

@ £4 =  £8 

3mm x50mm spindles   two packs @ 1.25 =                                                  

£2.50 

18inch dia 6 curved spoke wheels. Two packs 

@ £3 = £6 

The finished article on the Frithelstock Light Railway  

Basic Chassis showing original wood and metal strap-

ping  

Chassis with wheels attached and metal strapping 

painted  
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 This gave enough for a number of 

wagons. 

 I drilled through the axle box, 

because as you will see the wheel 

goes on the outside. 

The axle boxes were attached by 

the trusty super glue and the 

wheels then attached to the 

outside. Due to the width of the 

wood and the axle boxes in place 

it works out at 32 mm more or 

less with very little tweaking of 

the wheels. Metal strips at the 

end were given a coat of black 

matt paint.  The whole assembly 

at this time is fairly light so a strip 

of lead was attached to the 

underneath to give it some 

weight. I painted the underneath 

with black paint.  I tend to do this 

with any rolling stock as I think it 

finishes it off, and yes I know you 

cannot see it. 

Couplings are now required, I 

used hook eyes at one end that I 

opened and attached three link 

coupling too, then closed it again 

to form a permanent coupling, 

the other end was just given a 

hook. By doing this I don’t have 

to worry about couplings when 

making up a train. 

The whole assembly is then 

varnished and a suitable load 

given to the truck.  

Whilst in North Wales last, I was 

seen at a slate tip in the shadow 

of Snowdon gathering up what I 

considered suitable pieces of 

slate for 16mm modelling into a 

plastic bag. Any passing walkers 

must have thought that I was 

somewhat deranged, the things 

you do for this hobby!!                                      

Here we have the almost finished 

article. All that is required is the 

attaching of the slate to the 

wagon. I did this by a suitable 

dollop of “hard as nails” between 

the wagon and the slate, and to 

finish off some suitable “rope” 

was put round the slate. The 

combined weight of the piece of 

slate and the lead underneath 

makes for quite a heavy wagon 

which will not come off the rails 

readily.  

In terms of cost each wagon will 

set you back approx three quid, 

and more importantly you don’t 

require any real modelling skills 

to produce an acceptable looking 

piece of rolling stock. Even more 

satisfying is that you can count 

yourself as doing a bit of scratch 

building. Very little time is 

needed to produce each wagon, 

even less if you set yourself up a 

small assembly line. So there you 

have it, extremely cheap wagons, 

or as we started off “cheap as 

chips”. 

At this juncture I would say that I 

am nothing to do with Binnie 

except to say as a very satisfied 

customer. 

Leaky Clack 

 

 

Chassis with additional lead attached  

Chassis with additional lead attached  

Load fitted before attaching “rope” to hold load  
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Robert Groom has kindly 
supplied this piece: 
 
Adverts for Fendyke Carriage 
Works first seemed to appear 
in SMT73, Aug 1995, when the 
business was based in 
Whittlesey, Peterborough.  
The cabless locos in the 
pictures are all Fendyke LW2 
models. The locos came RTR 
but painted in primer only, and 
each came with direction 
lights.  
The cabbed loco is a 'Fenman' 
which is based on an O&K 
diesel.  
Each loco has a plasticard body 
with a steel chassis, steel 
wheels and brass gears, and 
runs on 2 AA batteries with a 
simple centre three way 
switch for running in forward 
or reverse.  
Adverts in SMT seemed to 
disappear in 1997/8. 
These little engines see 
occasional use on the NMLR 

 

Derek continues: 
Fendyke from their 
title also made 
carriages and other 
items. My instinct is 
that their assets were 
taken over, but as I 
need to rummage, and 
there are surely some 
of you who can fill in 
with more information 
about the firm and its 
products, do please get 
in touch. 
 

Electric Avenue 
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Any adorably proportioned 

locomotives in real life will 

translate into an attractive 

scale model with the 

Decauville Type 1 (~3 ton) and 

Type 3 (5 ton) being no 

exception. In real life hundreds 

were sold worldwide for 

mostly industrial purposes. A 

couple of Type 3's were 

employed in Great Britain at a 

gasworks and by contractors 

but no Type 1's worked here. 

In preservation BATHALA 

visited with intentions to 

operate at Beaulieu, 

ultimately returning to 

Sandstone Estates in 

South Africa. The North 

Bay Engineering full size 

replica EDGAR currently 

resides at Apedale. 

With very fine 

Walschaerts valve gear 

and other complexities 

creating a great 

challenge there are only 

a few examples of these 

pocket-sized 

Decauville's to be found 

in 16mm live steam; 

Dave Shotter's 

infamous PILOU-PILOU 

is a spirit fired heritage 

masterpiece with 

working leaf-springs 

and ball raced 

axleboxes, working 

handbrake, blower etc. A 

stalwart of exhibitions it is well 

regarded in 16mm not just for 

its appearance but running 

ability. 

Atelier du Chateau d'O 

produced a number of tiny 

Diminutive Decauville 
International 16mm live steam 

by M. Haywood 
Dave Shotter's iPILOU-PILOU 
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Decauville's around the 

millennium. Mentioned in 

passing in SMT 91 these were the 

work of Francois Laluque and 

made to the unfamiliar 1:22.5 

scale operating on 32mm track. 

At a mere 14cm long it 

represents the 5 ton Type 3 in 

750mm gauge, operating as spirit 

fired with a feed from a tender 

disguised as a tipper wagon. A 

matching 'baladeuse' carriage 

was subsequently exhibited. 

In Germany, the now retired 

Hans Dieter Clemens 

manufactured a number of 

Decauville's including the larger 0

-4-2T 7 ton type similar to 

'Victory'. In recent years a line-

up of smaller gas-fired locos 

appeared on the K&NWLR in 

varied form including a Volos 

brickworks style cab and de-

tanked akin to the Decauville's 

built by Borsig (a real example 

can be seen at Chemin de fer 

des Chanteraine). 

The most recent Type 1 build is 

the intricate work of jewellery 

craftsman Yoshiaki Hosoi.  The 

construction of JULIETTA can be 

found on his website which is 

continually updated with model 

engineering projects: 

http://45livesteam.sakura.ne.jp 

Auction watch! 

 

Spoiler alert….. 

In closing the editors can con-

firm that the Dave Shotter De-

cauville mentioned in this article 

will be the subject of a full piece 

in the Little Jewels series in due 

course 

 Photo Andrew Mountfield  

 Photo Yoshiaki Hosoi 

 Photo Jacques Veillard  
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smaller piece in the last 

TBM from Keith Skillicorn, 

kindly supplied by Martin 

Haywood, who thinks that 

the railway was built for 

the Prince's third birthday. 

The greenery of the photo 

suggests that it was taken in 

the summer before the Le 

Monde Illustre reported it in 

the October. It is 

unfortunate about the 

Franco-Prussian War, as 

otherwise it is possible that 

the railway would have been 

saved like the boat at 

Fontainbleau. 

Earliest 

Garden 

Railway 
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An L&B pipe 

dream 
Dave Sheliga writes: 

Nearly a year ago on page 31 of 

issue 20 of Throwback Model-

ler, Graham Tutt mentioned 

that his father bought a railcar 

from me in the mid 1980s. This 

is correct. In the late 1970s my 

favourite library book (which I 

kept renewing from Salisbury 

Library until I got my own copy) 

was 'The Lynton and Barnstaple 

Railway' by Brown, Prideaux and 

Radcliffe. On page 110 they con-

clude a cheap to operate railcar 

might have been a solution, and I 

have scanned off the relevant 

piece. 

I decided to build a model of my 

solution in the early 1980's. It ran 

on a Triang Big Big Hymek power 

and trailer bogies. The side win-

dow glazing slipped in from the 

top and was unfixed for easy re-

moval for body repainting, the 

roof was removable, and the 

model boat lights at the ends 

worked. It may have had interior 

lights also. I was going through a 

roman/ greco naming phase at 

the time and I believe the name-

plate is 'Neptune' The big big 

bogie only has 2 wheel drive and 

the railcar would not pull a trail-

er. 

On page 13 of Issue 25 of Throw-

back Modeller the origins of a 

L&Besque bolster wagon is que-

ried. I believe this to be mine 

also. If my memory serves me 

well I made it with heavy steel 

bogies with Slaters coarse scale 

wheels in brass bearings and it 

rolled very freely. I enclose a pic-

ture of my sales stand at my gar-

den railway Open Day in the mid 

80's. 

It would be great to see the items 

again. Apologies for the L&B ref-

erences and not Tram ones! 

Derek notes that, as already pub-

lished in an earlier TBM, Phil Flint 

also built a railcar on much the 

same idea of a 'might have been'.  
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PEARSE  

LOCOMOTIVES:   

by IAN PEARSE 
How it All Started 

Pearse Locomotives was start-

ed in November 1992 by my-

self and my wife Sandy in a 

couple of stables at my par-

ents’ house on Burway Road in 

Church Stretton. True to my 

father Donald’s wit he chalked 

the words ‘Iron Horse’ on the 

stable doors! 

I think I should give a little of 

my background in railways and 

how my interest started. I sup-

posed I got hooked on narrow 

gauge railways when I was 

about 4 years old, after I was 

shown this small quaint green 

engine which seemed to have 

two of everything. It was one 

of the first steamings of the 

Festiniog Railway’s Double 

Fairlie “Taliesin,” as it was 

then known. From then on, 

every family holiday was spent 

at Porthmadog, with me 

spending all my time riding the 

trains. My parents also took 

me on the Talyllyn Railway a 

few times. As we only lived 

about thirty-five miles away 

from Llanfair Caereinion, I also 

visited the W&L Railway when 

it became a preserved line, 

and got well acquainted with 

the two Beyer Peacock locos 

that I would later go on to 

model. 

I spent most of my early work-

ing career in sales of one sort 

or another but got fed up with 

this. In 1982 I was offered the 

chance to work at Merlin Loco 

Works by Tom Cooper. My 

first introduction to garden 

railways was making the Mer-

lin Mamod gas fired conver-

sion kit, a good little product in 

its day. It totally transformed 

the firing of a Mamod. 

As some people at Merlin de-

cided that production assem-

bly work was not for them and 

left, I quickly progressed to the 

assembly side of the operation 

and the building of the flagship 

loco, the W&L No 14. This is a 

model that I re-acquainted 

myself with at Pearse Locos 

and again at Accucraft UK Ltd. 

After Colin Cooper left for pas-

tures new, I took over the de-

sign and development of all 

the locos at Merlin and was 

responsible for the twin chan-

nel R/C Maestro, Mayflower, 

Monarch, and the Major. I also 

penned the European deriva-

tive of the Major, namely the 

Matterhorn. There were mod-

els that never made it to pro-

duction that I also designed, 

such as the Merlin Madras, a 4

-4-0 Kerr Stuart tender loco, 

and the 16mm scale Leek and 

Manifold 2-6-4 tank loco. 
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 In 1986 the new general manag-

er, Wendy Davies, decided that 

there needed to be cost cutting 

so I and half of the experienced 

factory staff were made redun-

dant. In mid-1992 I nearly went 

back to work for Merlin Loco 

Works, but terms could not be 

agreed with Wendy, because 

basically she wanted me to work 

for nothing! Merlin struggled on 

under Wendy until the early 

1990’s but now seems to have 

disappeared from the scene. 

I went back into a sales career 

selling animal feeds. However, I 

did not lose touch with the hob-

by, and in my spare time I helped 

my father Don to market his 

range of 16mm rolling stock kits 

under the name of Don Pearse 

Kits and Models. This was origi-

nally started as Merlin’s Carriage, 

Coffin and Wagon Works for Tom 

Cooper but unfortunately the 

relationship did not work, so Don 

decided to go independent and 

sell to all the trade.  

As the kit business expanded 

Donald, who was supposed to be 

retired, found it too much for 

him and sold everything to Rich-

ard Longley of Brandbright Ltd. 

However, we both felt that the 

hobby lacked a small, affordable, 

prototypical model. I therefore 

acquired the rights to the Peter 

McCabe 4-cylinder steam motor 

and designed a complete power 

unit. Donald used his architectur-

al drawing skills to produce the 

artwork for the etched brass bod-

ywork, and thus was born the 

Pearse model of the Festiniog 

Railway George England engine 

‘Prince’. We only built 15 of these 

models and I still have No 15, 

which continues to run well after 

nearly 22 years. During the late 

1980’s, ‘Prince’ and a follow up 

model, the WHR Peckett ‘Karen’ 

and the 4-cylinder steam motor 

were sold on to David Bailey of 

DJB Engineering and I left the 

manufacturing side of the hobby, 

or so I thought.  Fate however 

had other ideas! 

In 1992 having been made redun-

dant for the third time, through 

the companies I worked for ei-

ther going bankrupt or merging 

and downsizing their staff, I felt I 

had had enough of working for 

other people and having them 

control my destiny. So finally, 

after going on a government 

business start-up scheme, my 

wife Sandy and I decided to set 

up our own loco manufacturing 

company, and that is how Pearse 

Locomotives came into being. 

In the beginning it was me doing 

all the design and assembly, with 

my father, Donald, doing the art-

work design for the etched brass 

bodies, and Mike Teece working 

with me assembling the bodies. 

Such was demand that I then had 

to take on two extra staff, David 

Janes who did manufacturing 

Pearse Auric 

Pearse Genesis. Photo Andy Cooper 
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work on castings and sub-

assemblies, and Mary Searle 

who did locomotive assembly. 

In 1996, in addition to running 

Pearse Locomotives I took on a 

position as a trade agent for 

Bachmann Europe selling their 

range of 00 and ‘G’ scale prod-

ucts in the whole of Wales, 

Shropshire and Cheshire. As 

this took up an increasing 

amount of my time, I decided 

to sell the Pearse Locomotives 

orders book, goodwill, and 

parts stocks to the existing 

staff. They then set up Pearse 

Locomotives Ltd in November 

1998 under the leadership of 

Mike Teece. Unfortunately, 

due to ill health Mike had to 

close the business in 2012, and 

Mike passed away in 2017. 

The actual business of Pearse 

Locomotives still exists, and I 

have all the artwork for the 

etched brass bodies, the mas-

ters, and the moulds for the 

lost wax brass castings. I also 

have the design for the next 

new model, Steve Curren’s 

favourite loco on the WHR. 

People often ask me if I would 

want to start doing some of 

the Pearse models again?  

Well, not now that I am push-

ing the wrong side of 68 years 

old and have Accucraft UK Ltd. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my time 

creating and running the com-

pany, and Mike, David, and 

Mary were a great team to 

Pearse Countess. Photo Andy Cooper 

Pearse Europa 



P A G E  2 6  I S S U E  2 6  M A R C H / A P R I L  2 0 2 2  

 

 work with, and Donald was 

always there either up in his 

drawing office doing more 

artwork for new bodies, or 

spot on 11 o’clock and 4 

o’clock, providing us all with 

morning coffee and afternoon 

tea. 

Several of the old Pearse 

models have found their way 

into the Accucraft UK range, 

and others probably will in 

due course follow. 

An Overview of the Mechan-

ics. 

Pearse Locomotive models were 

all designed by me with the art-

work for the etched brass bodies 

being drawn up by my father 

Donald. 

All Pearse Locomotives were in-

ternally gas fired and radio con-

trolled.  Manually controlled ver-

sions of the locos were not 

offered. The chassis were all of 2 

mm thick laser cut steel and the 

valve gear was 1.5 mm laser cut 

steel which was nickel plated. 

All models used the piston valve 

cylinders that I designed while at 

Merlin, but obviously modified to 

bring them up to date. I also de-

signed a brand-new piston re-

verse valve which allowed speed 

and direction to be controlled by 

one servo. This was unlike the 

rotary valve that I designed at 

Merlin. 

All boilers were either of the cen-

tre flue or ‘T’ flue design, and all 

boilers and gas tanks, and many 

other parts were made for us by 

Tony Sant of Finescale Engineer-

ing, and I am indebted to him for 

the support and advice that he 

gave us. 

To start with quite a few of the 

detailing castings were made 

from white metal, but as we 

looked for better durability, we 

changed them all over to lost wax 

brass. 

Initially the radio control sets 

were of the 27MHz type with the 

Pearse Ithon 

Pearse Calthrop 
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40 MHz types being an option-

al extra, but in the end all radi-

os were of the 40MHz type. 

The Models. 

Auric and Genesis: These mod-

els were derived from a couple 

of ex Merlin locos which I de-

signed in 1992. As Donald had 

designed the artwork for the 

etched brass bodies and nei-

ther of us had been paid by 

Merlin, it was decided to re-

invent them as Pearse Loco-

motive models. Auric was an 0

-4-0T with design overtones 

from Hudswell Clark and Gene-

sis was an 0-6-0T with inspira-

tions from Hunslet. Both were 

single channel R/C with speed 

and direction being achieved 

by using a combined speed/

direction valve. Only about 30 

models of Auric were made 

and about 50 models of Gene-

sis. Both models had ‘T’ flue 

boilers and well detailed bod-

ies. Genesis was also available 

with an independent whistle 

working on the second R/C 

channel. 

The W&L Countess: This third 

model was designed in late 

1992. It featured twin channel 

R/C and the regulator had a 

split function; half of the 

movement was for speed con-

trol and the other half for the 

radio controlled whistle. The 

short amount of stick travel 

did take a little getting used to, 

but once mastered this model 

was a great runner. The early 

models had the speed regula-

tor at the front of the loco 

underneath the smoke box, 

but later models had this 

moved into the cab and com-

bined with the lubricator. Early 

models had a pair of Futaba 

micro servos in the ash pan 

but later they were moved up 

Pearse Leeds No1 . 

Photo Graham Tutt 

Pearse L&B Lew. 

Photo Nigel Town 
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onto the footplate and changed 

to the more durable larger Futa-

ba servos. Because the loco had 

the centre set of wheels flange-

less, it could negotiate quite tight 

radius curves. Driven slowly it 

could just manage radius 1, or 2 

foot when the wheels were set to 

45mm gauge, but 3-foot radius 

was the minimum when the 

wheels were set to 32mm. How-

ever, the track had to be of excel-

lent standard and the loco taken 

very slowly as it tended to climb 

out of the track at anything 

above a walking pace. The 

‘Countess’ was Pearse Locomo-

tives’ most successful model, a 

theme that has continued with its 

re-introduction by Accucraft UK 

Ltd. 

Bavaria/Europa: The original 

model ‘Bavaria’ was Germanic 

styled freelance loco commis-

sioned by Herr Joedeke of Diet-

mannsried in Germany. The chas-

sis was an inside framed version 

of the 0-6-0 Genesis chassis. The 

loco was single channel R/C 

working on the piston reverse 

valve to give both speed and di-

rection control. The second chan-

nel was used for an independent-

ly controlled whistle. The chassis 

also had provision for power col-

lection on all the driving wheels 

as Herr Joedeke was going to 

install a track powered RC sys-

tem, but I never saw any of this. 

Herr Joedeke was supposedly 

going to sell lots of this model in 

Germany, but he only took 12 

units and ordered no more. I sus-

pect that secretly he wanted one 

for himself and some for friends. 

To recoup all the tooling and de-

velopment costs we decided to re

-launch the model using the 

‘Bavaria’ power unit and a simpli-

fied European style cab, hence 

the name ‘Europa’. The loco was 

reasonably successful, and we 

probably sold about 50 units. The 

wheels on this and subsequent 

inside framed locos were special-

ly made for us by Walsall Model 

Industries and have a deeper 

flange which was to the LGB 

wheel profile so the loco would 

run properly through LGB points. 

The only downside is that the 

wheels sometimes catch on the 

chairs of code 250 rail. 

Pearse L&B Yeo. Tony Willmore of Rhos Helyg Locomotive Works 
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Ithon: This model was original-

ly a loco commissioned by 

Martin Howard of Martins 

Models. He wanted an 0-4-0 

small European tank loco that 

was compatible with LGB track 

work. We decided to use 

castings and technology from 

Europa and the cylinders and 

valve gear from Auric. Ithon 

proved a very powerful model 

as it was quite heavy and be-

cause it had LGB profile wheels 

and an 80 mm wheelbase it 

handled LGB R1 points with 

ease. The boiler was a ‘T’ flue 

design, so the loco had good 

duration. Although it was a 

great little loco only about 20 

units were ever made. 

The L&M E R Calthrop: This 

was either our fourth or fifth 

model and was done in con-

junction with Garden Railway 

Specialists. The scale was a 

more modest 15 mm to one 

foot. GRS did all the rolling 

stock to go with the locomo-

tive as resin kits, and these 

were in scale with the locomo-

tive. The model was well to 

scale in most areas although I 

did use standard valve gear. 

The minimum radius curve was 

4 feet 6 inches and that was an 

absolute minimum. As regards 

this model having anything to 

do with the Merlin model, it 

was a case that I knew what 

not to do! Therefore, all the 

shortcomings of the old Merlin 

model were corrected on the 

Pearse version. Donald did an 

excellent job on the artwork, 

and we made all new patterns 

for castings in house. The 

smokebox, boiler and gas 

tanks were supplied by Tony 

Sant, as for all our Pearse 

models. The one short coming 

of our model on the first few 

was that the gas tank was in 

the right-hand side tank and 

when it got hot it tended to 

‘pulse’. We rectified that by 

moving it into the bunker and 

removing the lower inner cab 

back sheet to allow radiant 

heat from the boiler to keep it 

slightly warm. The rear bogie 

was vertically sprung and had 

side control springs, so it rode 

the track very well, unless you 

had curves that were kinked 

down to below 4’ 6”! We had 

to provide an opening smoke 

box door to help with lighting 

Pearse Colorado 

Pearse Switcher 
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up; the interior of the smoke box 

was so large that when the gas 

came down the flue tube it used 

to ‘pool’ in the smoke box and 

lighting down the chimney was 

not very reliable. The gas used to 

sink down around the loco and 

on a cold day you could get a 

fireball around the front. The 

model was like the W&L Coun-

tess, which was twin channel R/C 

and fitted with an R/C whistle. 

 

Leeds No 1: Up until now most of 

our models had been smooth 

sided so we wanted to look 

around for something that had a 

good amount of rivet detail. By 

chance I came across a couple of 

photos of Leeds No 1 which was 

built for Leeds Corporation to 

help in the construction of their 

reservoirs. The standard cylinders 

were used and the simplified 

Walschaerts valve gear from the 

Leek and Manifold loco. The body 

had high rivet detail and many 

lost wax brass castings. It had 

twin channel R/C utilising the 

regulator from the Leek & Mani-

fold loco, but it was not fitted 

with a whistle. This was a popular 

model and is still sought after on 

the second-hand market. As we 

at Accucraft have done the mod-

ern W&L No 14 it will probably be 

a logical step to do Leeds No 1 as 

the two locos share many com-

ponents. Also, it could be logical 

to do a WHR ‘Russell’ as well. 

L&B Lew, Yeo, Exe, and Taw: The 

first of this L&B quartet to be 

produced was ‘Lew’ because as it 

had a straight cab back it was the 

easiest to do. The model was 

single channel R/C using the pis-

ton reverse valve for both speed 

and direction. After Mike Teece 

took over, he fitted some models 

with two servos. Reverse was still 

done by the piston reverse but 

the other servo acted on the 

throttle valve to give finer speed 

control. Mike also brought out 

the ‘Yeo’, ‘Exe’, and ‘Taw’ ver-

sions of these Manning Wardle 

locos as he was always getting 

asked for them. To allow the 

model to negotiate tighter radius 

curves the frames were cut out 

both front and rear to allow the 

pony trucks to swing out. As the 

chimney on this model was of a 

very small diameter the smoke-

Pearse Sierra Nevada 

Pearse Rio Grande 
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box featured an opening door 

to aid with lighting up. All 

these models have now found 

their way into the Accucraft 

range but using full prototypi-

cal Joy valve gear. 

Colorado: We were quite often 

asked if we would produce an 

American outline model, so 

after several models were 

sketched out and turned 

down, we finally decided to 

use the running gear of our 

continental loco Bavaria/

Europa. The model was single 

channel R/C with all the 

batteries fitted in the tender. 

The boiler was a ‘T’ flue design 

which allowed the water space 

to go right to the front of the 

smokebox. The smokestack 

was glued in with a two-part 

epoxy resin.  It was a very 

strong fix, and we never had 

any come loose! All Colorado 

models were for gauge ‘1’ on-

ly, except one which we did for 

32 mm gauge. It worked very 

well but was very difficult to 

make. So, if you have that 

model, it is unique. The Colo-

rado was a very popular model 

in the USA, and I think we 

must have sold at least 50 

units over there, ably assisted 

by our sole importer, the late 

Bob Osterhaus of Rio Pecos 

Models. 

Switcher: This little 0-4-0 

sloped back tender loco came 

about from a request from 

Bob for a slightly smaller loco 

with a shorter tender. Inspira-

tion was taken from the 

switchers on the East Broad 

Top Railway. It followed the 

same mechanical pattern as 

Colorado but was just an 0-4-

0. It had a wealth of rivet de-

tail and a very stylish laser cut 

bar type frame. Again, this 

model was very popular, and 

we must have sold at least 

50/60 units. 

Sierra Nevada: Sierra Nevada 

was an attempt to create a 

more American style model 

using the inside valve gear 

from the Switcher, which came 

out through the frames by way 

of rocking shafts, rather than 

the simulated Walschaerts 

type which was lifted from 

Bavaria/Europa. Although this 

model looked more the part, 

for some reason it did not sell 

well. Perhaps it was because at 

about that time Accucraft USA 

had come on the scene and we 

could not compete, or people 

thought it looked like just an 

overgrown Colorado!  I know 

Bob had the first model of 

Nevada and painted it in 

‘Bumble Bee’ livery. 

Pearse W&L 14 Photo Paul Butler 
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 Rio Grande: This model was an 

attempt by Mike Teece to make 

a 2-8-0 consolidation type model 

by just extending a Colorado 

chassis and using the same brass 

etches. It never took off and I 

think only two or three models 

were ever made. 

W&L No 14: The W&L Hunslet 

No 14 was the last model that I 

was really involved in before I 

sold on Pearse Locomotives to 

Mike and the workforce. It was 

probably the best model we had 

done up to then. It used our 

usual twin channel R/C system 

like Countess but featured a ‘T’ 

flue boiler. The body was a one 

piece lift off unit with all the de-

tailing and castings fitted to it. All 

the masters for the wealth of 

brass castings were made in 

house by David Janes, and a great 

job he made of them. This model 

is also now in the Accucraft 

range. 

W&L ‘Joan’: I was never really 

involved with this model as it was 

done after I left. I had a little in-

put, but most was developed by 

Mike. I believe only a few were 

made, as it always seemed to 

have problems with the valve 

gear geometry. It was a single 

channel R/C model with a good 

level of detailing. A model of 

‘Joan’ has been done by Accu-

craft using the ‘Superior’ power 

unit. 

Ulysses: This was an attempt to 

make a simple generic 0-6-0 tank 

loco. What made this loco unique 

was that it was offered in three 

chassis styles: an outside frame 

dual gauge version, an inside 

frame 45mm gauge version, and 

an inside framed 32mm gauge 

version. Obviously the latter two 

were not gauge adjustable. All 

versions featured single channel 

R/C with both speed and direc-

tion coming via the usual piston 

reverse valve, and the ‘T’ flue 

boiler like the type used on Euro-

pa. It was a very good-looking 

chunky model, but probably 

more of a 2’ 6” type of prototype. 

Although a successful model, 

coming at the end of my tenure 

at Pearse Locomotives, not that 

many were made, as production 

of all models seemed to tail off 

after I passed the company on. 

A ’One-Off’: I always had a hank-

ering for a decent simple USA 

Consolidation model, so I decided 

to make a one-off model. It used 

the same simple valve gear from 

Nevada, but the frames were a 

special design and cut from 3mm 

thick steel and new coupling and 

connecting rods were made by 

Tony Sant. Walsall Model Indus-

tries at that time did a larger set 

of narrow-gauge wheels than 

those used on Colorado, so a set 

of those were obtained. A mas-

sive, by my standards, 2½ inch 

diameter boiler was made by 

Tony Sant with many blind bush-

es to take all the various fittings 

such as footboard brackets and 

air pumps. The boiler was only 

single flue, but the flue was in-

creased from our normal ¾ inch 

diameter up to ⅞ inch diameter. 

It had a standard burner and pro-

vided ample steam for the mod-

el.  

Other fittings were obtained from 

Trackside Details in the USA, and 

a new smokestack and steam and 

sand domes were turned up by a 

gentleman in Shrewsbury. 

I wanted a decent USA style ten-

der, not the smaller one that I 

had used with Colorado, so I 

managed to obtain a C16 tender 

in Bumblebee livery from an Ac-

cucraft electric C16. 

Finally, I sold this model at the 

Pearse Joan 
 Photo Graham Tutt 
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Small-Scale Steam-up at 

Diamondhead, USA, to an 

airline pilot. The model 

was then sometime sold 

on to Larry Smith, a prom-

inent Florida live steamer. 

The photos were provided 

by him. The model still 

lacks a cab that will fit - 

the Colorado cab that Lar-

ry obtained will not fit 

around the larger boiler. 

Setting up Pearse Locomo-

tives was a life changing 

experience for myself and my 

whole family, and I am sure 

there are many other small 

business people who have 

found it the same. It was a 

necessity after redundancy to 

provide an income. Even after 

selling on the business to Mike 

and his colleagues I still re-

tained an interest and when I 

took on Marches Models/

Accucraft UK Ltd, Mike and his 

team were doing service work 

and radio control fitting to 

Accucraft models. 

I am totally indebted to Sandy, 

my wife, who did all the office 

work and left our young chil-

dren in the care of grandpar-

ents to help me at exhibitions, 

and who listened, patiently 

when I bounced ideas off her; 

and regularly put in her very 

valuable ideas. Also, to all my 

children, Claire, Carly, and 

James, who later came to as-

sist me at exhibitions. 

As I still have all the designs, 

patterns, and moulds for all 

the brass castings, and all the 

artwork for all the models, 

Pearse Locomotives is not 

dead, just sleeping!  Perchance 

one day it may still awaken 

under new leadership? 

Ian supplied all the photos 

used in this piece, unless they 

are attributed to the individu-

als who kindly sent them in.  

We could not use them all, but 

will hopefully include a further 

montage in a later TBM. 

Ian and daughter Claire on the sales stand 

Pearse Ulysses - Photo 

John Kitchenman 
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Some 

memories of 

Hugh 

Saunders 

locos  

Derek writes: Alan Leslie kindly 

sent me this montage of some of 

the locos built by Hugh. I went 

back to him for identification 

where possible. If anyone is able 

to update us on any of the locos 

current whereabouts, or if you 

have a Hugh Saunders loco that 

you would like to tell us about, 

then please get in touch. 

Alan also supplied a raft of 

photos of heritage locos 

steaming on his own line, so I 

have asked him to tell us about it. 

These other photos will appear in 

the next issue as a follow-on. The 

Hugh Saunders photos were 

mostly taken at a Hugh Saunders 

Memorial Day Steam Up, held for 

the Kent Group in 2012. 

Alan continues: 

"My line is called the Alder Grove 

Light Railway (AGLR) and was 

built in 1988 as a 32mm circuit 

round the lawn and across the 

pond with a branch up to the 

shed.  The branch was further 

extended to reach a terminus 

station built above where the 

garden used to flood in a wet 

winter. Subsequent extensions to 

the line produced a loop round a 

smaller wildlife pond giving a 

second circuit. In 2000 this 

second 32mm circuit was lifted 

and relaid in 45mm to cater for a 

new 'American' interest and 

wired up for electric power. The 

station had one platform face for 

32mm tracks and one for 45mm. 

More developments followed 

including replacing most of the 

32mm tracks with 45mm tracks 

and abandoning track power for 

live steam and battery power. 

In 2009 I got into Gauge 1 and 

built another circuit with 10' 

radius curves and left a small 

circuit of 32mm track in 4' radius, 

but in 2016 the last 32mm tracks 

were replaced so that the line in 

now all 45mm. Narrow gauge 

trains run on all tracks and look 

good on 10' radius curves as well 

Red Darjeeling coal fired loco - owned by the 

late Peter Friend and now by his son Rob  

'Belle Star' owned by the late Norman Lardner - 

apparently Hugh turned up at Norman's one day 

and just gave it to him "as a mate".  
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as 4' radius ones. I now have 4 

independent but connected 

circuits and can run battery radio 

controlled trains on all of them -

sometimes at the same time! The 

largest circuit is about 140', the 

smallest about 80' and the others 

around 120 ' each. 

My original steam locos have all 

been re-gauged to 45mm and I 

celebrated a milestone birthday 

recently by running my first loco -

a meths fired Roundhouse 'Lady 

Lyn-I think another of Norman Lardner's  

Green coal fired Darjeeling loco -' Memsahib'- owned by the late Norman Lardner  

Double headed Alcos  



P A G E  3 6  I S S U E  2 6  M A R C H / A P R I L  2 0 2 2  

 

 Anne' with some of my original 

scratch built wagons. (pic 

attached) 

The line was last described in 

SMT issues 162 and 172" ". 

Norman Lardner's loco were 

sold by the East Surrey group so 

maybe someone from that 

group can help with further 

information? 

Alan’s first loco his meth fired Lady Anne along with original stock 

'Bulmer'- a 

Jubilee 1897 

loco -meths 

fired  
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Notes from 

Colorado –A 

few of my 

own 
by Marc Horovitz 

Photos by the author 

Being at somewhat of a loss as to 
what to write about this time, I 
thought I might visit a few of my 
own creations, some of which 

might be old enough to be 
considered vintage, depending 
on your vantage point. I’d been 
fascinated with the idea that a 
person could build his/her own 
steam locomotive from 
(essentially) scrap metal since I 
first discovered live-steam 
models. After settling in Denver 
in the mid 1970s, I took a 
machine-shop class at the local 
trade school, which set me on 
the path. I acquired a lathe and 
started messing around with it. I 
joined the Association of 16mm 
Narrow Gauge Modellers and the 
Gauge One Model Railway 
Association. Along the way I 
learned more about live steam 
through reading Model Engineer, 
Live Steam, and the club journals. 
In 1979, I started importing live-
steam locos from the UK and 
Germany, and I began a small 
business selling them. 

It took me a while to actually 
start making my own engines 
from scratch. I discovered early 
on that I didn’t really want to 
make engines to someone else’s 
designs. I wanted to come up 
with my own, which led to a lot 
of failures, but a good education. 
None of my engines run on gauge 
0 track, most having been built to 
gauge 1. Several could be 
considered 16mm scale, though 
scale is somewhat flexible 
between 1:19, 1:20, and 1:22.5. 

 

One of the first successful 
engines was one that I designed 
in 1992 for my (then) 12-year-old 
daughter to build, as she had 
expressed an interest. This I 
called the Minitram. We each 
built one. The engine has a meths
-fired potboiler. The transverse 
boiler powers one single-acting 
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oscillator, geared down around 
4:1. It ran well, and the design 
was reprised in 2020 (photo 1). I 
wrote a series of construction 
articles for the engine that ran in 
Steam in the Garden magazine. 

I’ve always been interested in 
odd and unusual steam engines, 
and especially steam trams. In 
2000 I built what I called a Dutch 
tram (photo 2), as it resembles 

photos that I had seen of Dutch 
street engines. It has a big, fat pot 
boiler, gas fired with a 
Roundhouse burner. It is 
powered by what started life as a 
Ruby piston-valve cylinder. I 
discarded the piston valve and 
converted the cylinder into a 
double-acting oscillator. This 
drives one axle, which is 
connected to the other via a 
ladder chain and sprockets. 

 

The Lartigue monorail system was 
of great interest ever since I’d 
discovered the Listowell & 
Ballybunnion Railway in Ireland. I 
decided that my newly built 
garden railway needed a 
monorailway. Larry Herget cast 
several hundred A-frames to my 
design and I built a point-to-point 
line called the Lizard Valley Steam 
Monorail. Its primary (only!) 
engine is called Iguana, and was 
built in 2003 (photo 3). The loco 
has two functioning single-flue 
boilers. Since the boilers are 
linked by a balance pipe, a single 
safety valve protects them both. 
The engine is powered by a pair 
of double-acting oscillators, 
geared down to provide a 
reasonable top speed. It runs 
surprisingly well and there’s a 
(very bad) video of it on YouTube 
before it was painted. 

Continuing with the tram theme, 
in 2004 and 2006 I built a pair of 
trams (photo 4) for my line, the 
Ogden Botanical Railway. While 
they are similar in appearance, 
there are some mechanical 
differences. Both engines are 
meths fired with transverse 
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 boilers. Ogden No. 1 is quite 
basic, with one single-acting 
oscillating cylinder, geared down 
4:1, and is non-reversing. It runs 
quite smoothly, though, and has 
an interesting characteristic. 
While running indoors at a 
Diamondhead steamup many 
years ago, I noticed that in the 
still, humid air, the engine left 
behind a trail of perfect smoke 
rings as it travelled. 

Ogden No. 1 ran so well that I 
decided to build a second, more 
powerful engine along the same 
lines. No. 2 has a pair of double-
acting oscillators, geared down 
2:1. It is reversible via the usual 
rotary valve. 

I’d been curious about LBSC’s 
locomotives for a long time, and 
had a hankering to build one. I 
had in my collection a 2-1/2”-
gauge 0-4-4 tank engine that 
someone had built back in the 
1950s. It was a good runner, so in 
2009 I decided to build one like 
it, using the existing engine as a 
reference if I got into trouble. I 
was able to find the original 
articles published in (I think) the 

1930s. I discovered that the plans 
and wheel castings were still 
available through John Baguley in 
the UK. I was surprised, on 
receiving the plans, to see that all 
dimensions were fractional, not 
decimal. Also, there was a fair 
amount that wasn’t dimensioned 
at all! You just had to figure it out 
for yourself. This was the biggest 
engine I’d ever built (photo 5). It 
has a meths-fired Smithies boiler 
and one massive double-acting D-

valve cylinder between the 
frames. Once I figured out where 
I was going with it, and what 
LBSC’s intent was, construction 
went pretty well. The engine is a 
fine runner, although it must be 
pushed quite a way at the outset 
before the cylinder warms up 
enough for the engine to run on 
its own. 
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I’d always been intrigued by the 
tiny Beyer-Peacock works 
engines, so decided to try one in 
16mm scale. In 2010 I chose to 
model Wren (photo 6). These 
were 18”-gauge locos, so even 0-
gauge track was too wide. I didn’t 
want to make my own track, so 
decided to build the engine to run 
on S-gauge (7/8”) track. This 
works out to 16.7” in 16mm 
scale, which would have to do. 
This engine is gas fired, with a 
tiny double-acting oscillator 
between the frames, geared to 
one axle. The tender carries a 
small gas tank. Although the 
engine ran well I never finished it 
because I ran into a problem that 
I couldn’t solve. The gas tank was 
so small that it froze up. It wasn’t 
close enough to the engine to be 
warmed by the fire. I spoke with 
John Turner about this, and he 
suggested taking the gas from the 
bottom of the tank as a liquid, 
then running it through a coil 
near the engine so that it would 
gasify. I never got around to 
trying this. Maybe later. 

In 2012, after discussions with 
Accucraft, I built Indefatigable, a 
little 0-4-0 tank loco (photo 7). 
This was made as a proof-of-
concept engine for a locomotive 
that could be cheaply mass 
produced as a starter engine, but 
one that could be easily modified 
if the owner had some 
metalworking skills. The engine is 

gas fired with a traditional single-
flue boiler. It carries a self-
contained steam motor with two 
reversible double-acting 
oscillating cylinders. This motor is 
geared 2:1 to an axle. The body 
work is entirely of tinplate, which 
is a little light. The engine ran well 
and became Accucraft’s Dora. 
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For years I had a line drawing of 
an engine called Quemado 
tacked to my wall. This was a 2’-
gauge Brazilian sugar engine, 
built in Scotland in 1881 by 
McOnie, of which I had never 
heard. Every time I looked at the 
picture, I thought it would make 
a fine gauge-1 engine in 7/8” 
scale. It was an odd beast, with 
inside cylinders and an unusual 
(for a two-foot engine) 0-4-4 
wheel arrangement. I finally did 
some drawings and started 
building. I has a single D-valve 
cylinder, reversed via a slip 
eccentric. The boiler is a modified 
Gauge 1 Association Project 
boiler, meths fired. The engine 
was finished in 2018 (photo 8), 
renamed Pangolin (though it took 
another year and a half before it 
was painted!). 

My most recent engine (photo 9), 
finished in 2021, is another 7/8” 
model. This is of a little Baldwin 
two-foot-gauge switcher. What 
attracted me to it was the 
Marshall valve gear, which bears 
some similarities to Hackworth, 

but has no sliding parts. This was 
a challenging build, especially 
figuring out the valve gear. 
Perseverance won out in the end, 
and the resulting locomotive is a 
good runner and was quite a 
satisfying project. 

 

So there it is, mostly. There were 
other engines, some successful, 
some less so. If you’ve ever had 
the itch to build a live-steam 
locomotive from scratch, my best 
advice is just to get to it. You’ll 
learn as you go. Time’s a-wastin’. 
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Notes from 

Colorado - 

interesting 

footnote to 

issue #25 
Photos by the author 

Hi Nigel and Derek, 

Many thanks for issue No. 25 — a 

splendid effort. All of the 

material on Jack Wheldon was a 

delight, and takes me right back 

to my (all too few) visits with 

him. I was surprised to see the 

Hornby loco on page 22, as I’m 

the current owner of this 

Wheldon relic. You’ll see from my 

photo that one buffer is missing 

and that the buffer beam is not in 

good condition. The engine, as 

shown on p. 22, has a new brass 

buffer beam and buffers. The 

mounting holes for this new 

beam can be seen in my picture 

of the engine in its present state. 

Also, the luster has worn off the 

dome somewhat and the 

smokebox door handle has 

disappeared. This was obviously a 

well loved engine. 

Jack’s Hornby as depicted in 

Throwback #25 



P A G E  4 3  

MORE RIGHTS AND 

WRONGS (Part 2) 
Dave Lemar responded to the exchange in 

the last TBM about modifying buffer beams 

etc. on Archangel Snowdon Rangers,and 

writes: 

I thought that the piece on centre buffers for 

the Snowdon Ranger was interesting - this 

was certainly an almost required 

modification 'back in the day', and was one 

that Dad and I did on his Snowdon Ranger in, 

I think, the late 70s or early 80s. I don't know 

who first made the mod, but the earliest 

example that I saw (and we copied) was 

Arthur Cole's. I converted all of our 

Archangel single Fairlies as they were 

acquired, using Robin Gosling's sprung 

'Grondana' type buffers, and at the same 

type changed the smokebox handles to, 

initially, Robin Gosling's, and more latterly 

(when my supply of those ran out) to Chris 

Tolhurst's. I always think of the front end of a 

loco as its 'face', so have tried to make them 

attractive as possible. If you remember 

Derek's comment about the long extended 

pipe to the front buffer beam, I modified the 

meths fired loco by changing the fuel filler to 

a neoprene tube, which is coiled up in the 

bunker under the coal load when not 

needed, attached to what was the overfill 

pipe, and sawing off the original filler pipe 

and using that as the overfill. Seems to 

work, no flaring meths fires since! 

Derek offers his thanks for this, and 

will incorporate the mod on his slow (!) 

rebuilding of the Snowdon Ranger he 

got some time ago. 

'Taliesin' (gas fired) 

Photo D Lemar 

Blue 'Exmoor Ranger', built 1980 

(meths fired)  Photo D Lemar 

Red 'Snowdon Ranger', built 2003 

(gas fired) 

Photo D Lemar 

Green 'Dartmoor Ranger', built 1975 

(meths fired)  Photo D Lemar 

'Beddgelert

' (gas fired)  

Photo D 

Lemar 
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'Lew' is back at 

Woody Bay! 
Hang about, there's actually 

only 1/19th of truth in that. 

Sorry if it was misleading. But 

please permit me to expand 

upon this great, yet relatively 

miniature, milestone of 

narrow gauged achievement... 

 

In close harmony with Derek 

and Nigel's wonderful 

wanderings along the garden 

paths of 16mil hardware 

inheritance and heritage, I am 

very pleased to be able to 

announce the addition of a 

permanent layout at the 

famously preserved Lynton & 

Barnstaple Railway's Woody 

Bay Station, where my elegant 

'Lew' (of Pearse origins), no 

doubt among, in time, other 

MW's I shouldn't wonder, will 

soon be back on a newly laid 

section of permanent way at 

this beloved line, where she so 

rightly belongs. 

 

It was late last year... 

...when members of our Two 

Moors 16mm Group - the 

North Devon regiment to be 

exact - upon returning in my 

car from a Sourton Community 

Hall Steam-up in November, 

happened in conversation 

upon the topic of maybe 

having somewhere, somehow, 

a permanent 'club' layout. The 

idea actually fell in line with 

one I'd secretly nurtured for 

several years, which was that 

of a 16mm layout at no less an 

inspiring location than Woody 

Bay Station of the Lynton and 

Barnstaple Railway.  

After a few days of mulling this 

thought over I decided to 

submit to the L&B a brief 

enquiry as to whether this 

would be a possibility. Now, I 

was well aware that such a 

project had already been 

planned some years earlier, 

but it had apparently been 

aborted through, I believe, a 

shortage of interested 

volunteers to create it. Also a 

lot of 16mil track had been 

collected at the time through 

donations - including some 

from myself. So wasn't it about 

time that this assortment of 

trackwork, probably 

languishing in a hut there, was 

at last put to good use?  

Pearse locos L&B Lew at pausing at Woody Bay. Photo Pete Chandler 
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The response from L&B 

management was 100% in 

favour and plans immediately 

began to be put into action. 

Now, in upper North Devon 

we are only seven altogether, 

therefore an alliance was 

struck with members of the 

neighbouring Central 

Somerset Group to enable 

assistance with the 

installation. Following formal 

approval by both the L&B 

Board of Directors and L&B 

Trust Fund Committee, we've 

been digging, concreting, 

sawing, swearing, drilling and 

fettling away at a vacant patch 

of ground not two metres 

distant from where gorgeously 

gleaming 'Lyn' will be relaxing 

in the yard after returning a 

train from Killington Lane on 

sunny summer afternoons. I 

can already imagine the warm 

gentle Exmoor breeze wafting 

over my egg and cress 

sandwiches, acquired from a 

brand new cafeteria being 

built next door, while I watch, 

from the picnic area, Nigel's 

equally magnificent 'Lew' and 

train snake past. Sheer magic.  

The Central Somerset lads will 

of course have equal running 

rights in return for their much 

appreciated assistance, but 

neither of us actually own the 

layout. The L&B does, and they 

rightfully require us to be fully 

insured to occupy and run our 

creation. Our membership to 

the 16mil Association of 

course takes care of that. 

Choosing the best option of 

location offered, and at a 

reasonable 32 feet by 11 feet, 

the waist high layout's look 

will have an intentional touch 

of back garden imagery. It 

hugs a sloping site which 

allows graduated heights of 

viewing, and has a four foot 

high duckunder for access. 

Bordered by a flower bed 

which it seems I've been set 

the role of keeping an eye on 

as gardener (with a 

conservatory housing about 

700 seedlings on the go!), this 

should look quite stunning as 

long as the occasional gusts 

there don't flatten it all. 

Although owned outright by 

the L&B, the usage of the 

'Woody Bay Garden Railway' is 

our handy haunt as a bi-Group 

layout. Its ongoing 

maintenance is solely down to 

'Two Moors' admin. And there 

we have it. 

So in conclusion, as my 

headline suggests, 'Lew' will 

soon be hauling Southern 

green trains to entertain not 

only our members, but also 

Woody Bay station's visiting 

tourists - on average about 

40,000 per year we're told. 

This opportunity for us to 

regularly help popularise the 

hobby, as well as hopefully 

increase our Group's 

membership by a few more 

enthusiasts, is an important 

ingredient. But another is the 

advantage of a marvellous 

location at which new 

friendships can be made, and 

to which distanced old ones 

can be invited. Back gardens 

can, after all, be a little 

restrictive at times for larger 

gatherings. All we now need is 

some good weather to go with 

it all, and of course to be able 

to finish it sometime soon. 

A more detailed account is 

here: 

www.twomoorsgroup.org/

woody-bay-garden-railway 

Dreams can come true. 

Happy days! 

Pete Chandler 

Phil Flint Lew drifts into Bratton Fleming from Woody Bay with Don 

Pearse 1985 kit of the L&B 8T van. Photo Nigel Town 
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What do you 

mean? 

Heritage? 
Chris Dowlen, our Crossword 
compiler, writes: 

We steam modellers are 
interested in heritage, and those 
of us running old ones must be 
even more interested in heritage. 
So what classes as heritage, 
particularly in the world of model 
steam railways, and what 
doesn’t? And what does heritage 
mean anyway? Or is it effectively 
meaningless? 

I suppose the word derives from 
stuff we inherit. I love stuff I’ve 
inherited. Well, some of it. I got 
rid of most of the stuff I didn’t 
love and kept what I liked. So 
what I got rid of isn’t really 
heritage – just what I liked. 
There’s a clock… a rather large 
clock. Some nice chairs. A couple 
of ornaments, a few postcards. 
All well and good. But it isn’t all 
that we call heritage. 

 

Could we 
say that 
stuff that 
we might 
see in a 
(historical) 
museum 
might be 
called 
heritage? 
There’s an 
example of 
a bicycle I 
own in 
Brooklands 
Museum 
(well, it was 
there until 
they moved 
most of their 
cycle collection 
to somewhere 
else) and I have 
another bicycle 
that’s ten years 
older than a 
similar one in 
that cycle 
collection. And 
there’s a Bosch 
stationary 
engine like my 
one in a 
museum in 
Germany. And 
a 1960’s 
Daimler. 

 

But we’re really talking model 
railways here. In theory we might 
call anything that’s steam 
powered ‘heritage’, as it isn’t the 
alternative of ‘modern outline’, 
whatever that means (debate 
allowed, but not here). Or we 
could call anything that’s 
modelled on a Heritage Railway 
‘heritage’ – perhaps by 
definition?  

 

 

A re-motored LGB diesel – now nearly 30 years old! 

Ruston and Proctor ZLH loco with a BigBig chassis – almost 30 
years old. But the coaches aren’t. 

Wrightscale Wren – just when were the coaches made? A couple of 

Terranden Railway coaches, bought second-hand and repainted. 
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I think we might debate what 
we mean for a very long time 
and not come up with a 
definitive answer. It’s like 
allowing cars over 30 years old 
to be called classics – an 
arbitrary cut-off point. And 
Humpty Dumpty said that a 
word can mean whatever I 

choose it to mean anyway. 

If I chose that 30-year-old 
definition for Heritage model 
railways, then a few of my 
collection would get in – a 
Mamod with two trucks, Roger 
Marsh Ogwen, Wrightscale 
Wren, Archangel Talyllyn, 
Steamcraft Linda, two Tenmille 

Talyllyn coaches and a brake 
van, two or perhaps three 
Corris coaches, probably the 
Finescale Sir Theodore, 
although I’m not sure when 
that was built, a couple of 
Simplexes (one from a Saltford 
‘kit’ and one homemade), a 
BigBig railcar and a few BigBig 
tippers. 

Expand the definition a little to 
encompass a few years more – 
say over 25 years – and several 
more models creep in. A Kerr 
Stuart 30hp Diesel loco with a 
BigBig chassis. A Ruston and 
Proctor ZLH loco with a similar 
chassis, an LGB Austrian diesel 
re-engineered for 32mm, a 
Roundhouse Argyll, a couple 
more coaches, a Tenmille 
Corris brake van, my narrow 
gauge Isetta bubble car, and a 
Faller Playtrain railcar. 

Can I ignore the rest? 
Well, perhaps I 
shouldn’t call them 
heritage in the same 
way. 

 

So here’s my take on 
it, at 25 years or 
thereabouts. With a 
few pictures. 
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Pinnigers 

Patch - 

Reluctant 

Dragon – 

Fred 

Freeman 

Hunslet 
As often happens, I was looking 

for a photo to answer a question 

when I found a shot of a loco on 

my line which I had forgotten all 

about. The visiting engine is a 

Fred Freeman Hunslet which was 

then owned by Dave Rowlands 

and although I am not sure of the 

exact date, it must be around 

1993. The engine was originally 

named “Bilbo Baggins” when 

Dave bought it from Mike Gaskin 

but given Dave’s experience of 

running the loco, he renamed it 

“Reluctant Dragon”.  

For those of you who are not 

familiar with the Fred Freeman 

Hunslets, they have a number of 

features which are different from 

what was then mainstream 

16mm steam loco design. The 

most important is that the small 

single cylinder was geared down 

2:1, but with no flywheel it did 

not run well at low speeds. The 

second was the internally fired 

Smithies boiler with a handpump 

on one side of the saddle tank. 

They also had a gravity fed meths 

feed which had the unfortunate 

habit of occasionally dumping its 

load of meths on to the track. 

Those interested in the nuts and 

bolts and more technical details 

of the Freeman locos can read 

Jack Wheldon’s article on his 

rebuild of “Quena” called “A visit 

to the Doctors” in the February 

1985 Model Railway Constructor 

magazine. 

Although the engine was quite 

attractive, its erratic and 

“Blodeuwedd” repainted dark green and lined 

by Harvey Watkins. Photo Harvey Watkins 
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unpredictable performance led 

to it being sold on to another 

[not recorded by me]. A few 

other friends, including Harvey 

Watkins, had affairs with Fred 

Freeman Hunslets, but most 

were short lived. As built, 

Fred’s locos were cabless as 

seen in the first photo of 

Harvey’s “Blodeuwedd” 

delivered in 1977. Harvey had 

it painted green and later built 

a cab to make the loco more 

“Lilla” like. The loco was sold 

to Frank Warren and 

“Blodeuwedd” finally ended up 

with Marc Horovitz in Denver 

and features in Marc’s seminal 

book “A Passion for Steam” 

which should be in every 

Heritage Enthusiasts library. 

Heritage spotters will be 

interested in a few other 

features in the photo of 

“Reluctant Dragon”.  The 

coach behind the loco is a 

Peter Dobson Corris clerestory.  

The signal is from Mike 

Gaskin’s North Surrey Downs 

Railway, now sadly destroyed 

by fox attack.  The building in 

the background is one of Peter 

Jones NWNGR charred 

plywood structures which 

eventually succumbed to rot, 

snails and woodlice.  “Ashes to 

Ashes” 

Dave Pinniger 

 

 

 
Dave Rowlands “Reluctant Dragon” visiting the Ambledown 

Valley Railway.  Photo Dave Pinniger 

“Blodeuwedd” with the new 

cab made by Harvey.. Photo 

Harvey Watkins 
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Triggers 

broom. 

John Bonnet writes: I 

enjoyed TBM 25 very much. 

With reference to the article 

by Tony Bird on Ron Grants 

points, I am glad to report 

that I still have three in 

service on my railway, 

although all relegated to 

siding turnouts these days. I 

bought them new from Ron 

sometime in the eighties and 

they have been in use on the 

railway ever since. Very good 

value to say the least ! 

In similar vein to Triggers 

broom in ‘Only Fools and 

Horses’ the points have been 

fitted with many new Peco 

sleepers and plywood bases 

over the years. The bases 

last remarkably well 

outdoors if the edges are 

charred before use and well 

soaked in preservative every 

year.  

HELPFUL HINTS 

Dereks Yoga hints? 

One of the very few that I am ever likely to come up with, but maybe it 
will be useful? Wandering round my local Aldi the other day, I came 
across yoga/exercise mats at £4.99. A long roll of thin spongey rubber. I 
bought one, and have cut it into strips which I put between my rolling 
stock in their carrying boxes to stop rubbing. You get a lot of strips out of 
one mat. 

 

Pat Brewer also told me that he goes to the Pound shop and buys packs 
of small washing sponges, which he says are great to pad out spaces around locos etc., which also sounds 
useful. 

Derek on his Yoga mat?  

Photo Aving Alaugh 
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MORE TALES 

FROM THE 

BORDER 

COUNTIES 
Mike Dockery writes:  

My contacts with Jack Wheldon 

in the early days of the 

Association were just on the basis 

of him being another enthusiast, 

albeit an important one. My 'best 

story' concerns a visit to the 

Border Counties with YVETTE for 

a garden meeting. I ran the 

compound with a couple of 

coaches and it performed fairly 

well, leaving me relieved and 

content. John Brittain then took 

his turn with his new T&D 2-6-2T 

with an addtional three coaches 

and a promise to show me what a 

'proper big loco' could do. 

Unfortunately it then became 

apparent that YVETTE had been 

going through Jack's tunnel with 

1mm to spare but John's T&D 

was 3mm taller! You could hear 

the impact across the garden. It 

seems that straightening the 

chimney was a simple job but..... 

I currently have more than one of 

Jack's locos and they are full of 

character but not perhaps to a 

David Hick standard of 

construction. To show how ahead 

of his time in our hobby Jack 

Wheldon was, and the extent to 

which he contributed to it, Dave 

Rowlands has kindly sent in this 

piece written by Jack in April 

1971, in which he indulges in 

some 'crystal ball gazing'. 

 

NEW, NEW LOOK AT TV TRAINS 

An idea by Jack Wheldon 

It must be at least six years ago 

that an idea for giving railway 

modelling a really new point of 

departure established itself in my 

mind, only to be suppressed at 

once because it seemed 

excessively fanciful. New ideas 

can be useful, and this one was in 

the mainstream of model railway 

evolution, but it was quite 

impractical at the time. 

What is the mainstream? Well, I 

think it is re-creation of the 

railway scene. Fine modelling of 

locomotives and rolling stock is a 

constant factor: it was first-class 

in Victorian times, but the 

realistically modelled scene is 

much more recent. It has two 

aspects: background and 

movement, and it is with the 

latter that my idea is concerned. 

Movement and control. 

The steps are easy to trace. From 

a trip lever in the track to stop a 

clockwork engine, through the 

early electric engine's start-stop 

switch, the rheostat, two rail 

power supply, relay systems and 

finally radio control, we see a 

wonderful progression towards 

realism in movement as well as 

appearance. 

Yet all these techniques have one 

basic shortcoming. Every one of 

them gives the signalman's view 

point - never the driver's. 

You can have full cab control on 

an intensively wired layout, but 

you have no choice but to stand 

to one side and watch the trains 

go by; the fact that the 

locomotive controls are under 

your hand does not alter the 

viewpoint. 

It was a remedy for this that 

clicked into my little brain six 

years ago. I was adjusting a 

camera to obtain a driver's eye 

level view of a stretch of outdoor 

0 gauge track, when it occurred 

to me that a cine film taken from 

a flat truck propelled by a 

locomotive would be very 

interesting. One would need a 

slow engine, a sprung flattie, and 

a pad of foam rubber under the 

camera .... unhappily I had no 

cine camera, nor could I afford 

one. But, of course, my mind 

couldn't stop there. A cine 

camera would be interesting all 

right, but it would soon get fixed 

in the past; when you showed the 

film it would not be a live run. So 

what about closed circuit TV? The 

view from a small TV camera 

riding ahead of the engine, or 

mounted to look along its boiler, 

would make 'cab' control exactly 

that. You would have the driver's 

view and no more: the view along 

the track to the next signal. No 

longer would you turn the speed 

control as you saw the engine 

approaching the station: you 

would wait to turn it as the signal 

swung into view from the engine! 

To operate a model railway with 

cab control and CCTV would be 

the ultimate. For lively action 

several operators would be 

needed - one of them the driver 

and others setting and signalling 

the road. The driver would have 

his timetable, and would be 

required to keep time despite 
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 slacks - some of them deliberately 

contrived, no doubt. One can 

imagine some really exciting 

running. Solo operators would 

have to adopt two roles: first as 

signalman to set the road, then 

as driver to run over it. 

I think readers will agree that 

CCTV would be a wonderful 

extension to our powers, granting 

a degree of participation hitherto 

only available by exercise of a 

lively imagination. But when I 

first thought of it six years ago it 

was quite out of the question, 

except for passenger carrying 

lines - where it would be 

redundant anyway. 

But two chances revived the idea. 

One was Mr. E J Cooke's 

absorbing article in the January 

Model Railway News describing 

his remote cab control for out-of-

doors 0 gauge live steam, and the 

other was some news showing 

me a one-man portable TV 

Camera and video-tape outfit, 

which enables CCTV recording to 

take place freely outside the 

studio. I was amazed by its small 

size, and asked Charles just how 

small can TV cameras be made 

these days, to which the response 

was 'very small'. You can get 

them in 8mm mini-movie camera 

size, that is about 7"x4"x4" and 

surprisingly light. What is more, 

several manufacturers are 

competing, and we would expect 

further reductions - perhaps even 

in price? 

So my idea is no longer fantasy. I 

think that a knowledgeable and 

suitably affluent enthusiast could 

do the thing in 2 1/2" standard 

gauge or (perhaps even better) 

narrow gauge on 0 or 1 track. 

Out of doors this would be 

perfection. Just imagine swinging 

round the shrubbery curve, 

vigorously accelerating your six 

bogies in preparation for the 

bank leading up to the rock 

garden when, without warning, 

the Home suddenly flies to 

danger in your face. Because, 

although you did not know it, the 

neighbour's cat was sitting on the 

line just out of your sight. 

Cost would be pretty 

astronomical at present, I 

imagine, unless a kind TV 

manufacturer introduces and 

mass produces a kit especially for 

the poor among the world's 

model railwaymen - that is for 

the majority. But as things are, I 

imagine that a well set up club or 

society could equip itself without 

getting into bankruptcy, and who 

knows, there may be an MRN 

reader stout enough to plunge on 

the idea solo. If, I hope he'll let 

me have a go, as a reward for at 

last putting him into the cab of 

his own locomotive. 

Well! Does the idea inspire you? 

Haven't you always wondered 

what it was really like inside your 

tunnel, and whether the station 

approach appears as ghastly 

from footplate level as it does 

from the control panel? 

We take all this for granted now - 

Derek 

 

Mind the gap 

Twilight shot from Keith Skillicorn of 

his GVT running home with the last 

train of the day.  
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'ON THE 

NARROW 

GAUGE' - 

Sequel 
Derek writes: 

In the last TBM I passed on Dave 

Rowlands' recommendation to 

read Pat Whitehouse's 1964 

book, as per this title.  I had 

bought it off eBay, but not really 

had the chance to read it 

through, which I have now. It is 

just wonderful, if you are 

prepared to enjoy narrow gauge 

lines when they were often still a 

carrier, or only just beginning 

their renaissance. 

The book is divided into sections - 

English ng, Ireland - the last days, 

Welsh High Summer, selection 

from Europe, and the epilogue 

which is Dubrovnik Adventure'. 

Life was very different back in 

those days, and the people who 

worked many of these lines 

were very special. I am only 

going to recount one short 

piece, which sums up travel on 

the Leek & Manifold. It would 

never happen these days! So: 

One day, a party of schoolgirls 

was on the train, standing on 

the open platforms of the 

coaches, shouting and singing 

and making rude remarks about 

'Stephenson's Rocket' etc. Old 

Frank (Salt, the driver) bore this 

in enraged silence till they left 

Wetton Mill. He then told Arthur 

Dowler, the fireman, to help him 

fill the engine's bucket with 

water. As they ran up to 

Butterton Tunnel, old Frank took 

it, opened the fire door, threw 

the contents in and opened her 

up as they ran into the tunnel. It 

cleared the platforms for the rest 

of the journey. 

Image—Amazon.co.uk 

 WHAT'S IN A (nick) NAME? 
Derek writes:  Most nicknames are fun - 

few are hurtful. At school when I was 

young, children who were unfortunate 

enough to wear glasses were often 

called four eyes. We'll stay with the fun 

ones. They are usually borne out of 

respect and often affection for the 

person who bears them. 

So it is with Mike Morris, usually 

referred to as 'Bonfire'. He earned the 

title whilst running his coal fired 

Archangel Jack at a school Show, just 

before Christmas and when there were 

decorations across the ceiling of the 

room. Yes - it was only when blazing bits 

of paper started descending that 

everyone realised that the hot cinders 

shooting out of the chimney were 

having a disastrous effect on the paper 

garlands!  

On a personal basis, and I have it on 

film, at the first ever heritage display at 

the Stoneleigh Show, we were 

undergoing our Health and Safety check 

on the layout when Mike ignited some 

eighteen inches of track in front of his 

Archangel double fairlie as he raised 

steam. The check was adjourned, and 

carried out a bit later!  

Such habits are still prevalent. Recently 

Mike was one of a group who regularly 

meet at Dave Mees' Wigfa & Llanrwst 

line. Dave has a caravan up by the 

railway for everyone to huddle in 

around the woodburner and sup tea and 

natter. With the fire well and truly 

roaring as it was only a very few weeks 

ago, Mike went in to put some more 

wood on. The stack was outside, and the 

logs very wet, so Mike decided to put a 

few on top of the burner to dry out 

before using them. Watching the trains, 

someone suddenly noticed what 

seemed to be a lot of smoke coming out 

of the doorway of the caravan. 'It must 

be steam as they are drying out' said 

Mike, but they ambled over to find the 

pile of wood on top of the stove burning 

happily! 

Emergency evacuation! No harm done, 

not even to Mike's reputation! 
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Getting 

round to it - 

finally…. 
Rupert Lodge kindly sent this 
piece: 

 

I have been making some mod-
els. One is a Carlton Coachworks 
bogie open, - which I think I won 
in an auction you ran a few years 
ago. 

Another model is this Saltford 
Models Simplex and this may 
have come through from the 
same auction.    One day I will 
finish the Ashover coach I started 
in 1987…... 
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DETECTIVE 

DEREK,   

CASE 1  Michael Leckenby 

recently bought the centre cab 

diesel you can see in some of the 

photos. The background to this, 

and values stated, may help 

people with valuing their 

models? Equally, it will hopefully 

lead to information coming in, on 

JD Models in particular? So, Mike 

writes: 

The loco was one of two that 

Matt Acton recently offered on 

the Garden Railway Trading 

Group on Facebook. He was 

selling them as part of an estate 

left by a friend who had passed 

away. The other loco was one I 

have been interested in for some, 

a Locomotion Metrovic. He was 

initially asking £850 for the 

Metrovic and I think £750 for the 

JD Centre Cab. He did admit the 

prices were a shot in the dark. 

At that point I had decided to let 

my GWR themed battery 

Locomotion Engineers Works Car 

go. Matt was unable to go with 

an exchange so I advertised the 

Works Car and it sold for £600. It 

was sold complete with RC 

transmitter and charger.  In the 

meantime a buyer came forward 

and purchased the Metrovic from 

Matt. I wasn't too disappointed 

as I had now set my mind on the 

JD Centre Cab. It clearly had a 

degree of heritage value and, like 

the works car, had potential for a 

cosmetic make-over.  

After waiting for any other bids 

Matt accepted my offer of 

around £600 including postage.  

Matt said 'it's a JD models centre 

cab battery locomotive with the 

normal JD plasticard construction 

and metal underpinnings and a 

pair of Essel chassis. It can be 32 

or 45mm gauge. It has full Brian 

Jones sound system and 2.4ghz 

RC and charger. It has seen very 

little work'. 

Since it arrived, I feel the loco has 

become even more interesting. It 

bears an oval 

brass works 

plate with the 

inscription 

'John Turner 

Loco Works, 

Luton'. Also, 

which wasn't 

seen in Matt's 

photos, the 

loco has brass 

'Turner' 

nameplates at 

each end above the radiator 

grilles. 

So, it would appear to be a model 

by John Turner. It has a plastic 
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body and a completely metal 

chassis, footplate and buffer 

beams. The cab roof is a very 

thin tin or aluminium sheet. 

Matt thought the bogies may 

be Essel's (?). Whilst it appears 

to be a freelance design, there 

is a vague nod towards the 

Walker Bo-Bo's of the West 

Clare Railway, so does anyone 

know what inspired it? 

That leaves me with a few 

questions. When was it built? 

How many of these did John 

build? And on a more 

aesthetic theme, as the loco 

appears to be very much as it 

was built, ie. it has never been 

repainted, would it be a 

mistake to alter it 

cosmetically? I had been 

thinking of adding louvred 

panels/inspection panels to 

the engine covers, tool boxes, 

etc. some rivet detail, perhaps 

some full width buffer beams 

and perhaps a repaint. 

I would be very interested in 

finding out anything further, 

and thanks for any help. 

CASE 2 This will also 

serve as our heritage rolling 

stock piece for this issue, and 

comes from Pat Brewer, 

who wrote: 

Well I took it to 

Sourton ( Two 

Moors Group 

meeting) on Sunday 

as I had been 

speaking to Arthur 

Cole about it. He 

came along with 

another coach 

(Archangel) and a 

copy of the original 

catalogue.  

Apparently when these 

coaches were built they were 

put out to tender and not 

actually built by Stewart 

Browne himself, or that is 

what Arthur believes. 

So there is only what could be 

called a general indication in 

the catalogue. It would appear 

that they were supplied in a 

thin ply box which this one 

has. On looking at the coach 

Arthur is 90% certain that he is 

right, one of the reasons being 

it has a curved metal roof. 

The only work I have done 

with the coach is to put some 

innards in it as it was stripped 

out, and to repair the veranda 

with green railings. I did not 

want to change it radically. 

The listing for the coach 

originally on Ebay did state 

that it was possibly an 

Archangel. I did email the 

seller but could not get any 

further information from him. 

The bogies are currently 

Binnie, but I have some brass 

replacements which are more 

in keeping with the originality. 

If you can help in any way to 

shed more light on this coach 

please do get in touch with 

Derek. 
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CASE 3  

ARCHANGEL RHEIDOL 

Derek asks: 

Steve Drew has bought an elderly 

Archangel Rheidol. It is gas fired, 

but not a tender version. 

Steve would like anyone who can 

help to supply him with photos 

and/or details of the layout of 

gas firing on Rheidol, as he is not 

sure whether he has an original 

version or whether someone has 

converted the loco.  

By chance, if anyone also has a 

pair of Rheidol dummy cylinders 

sitting doing nothing, he would 

love to rehome them. If you can 

help, please contact me.  

CASE 4  
HEATHERFIELD LIGHT RAILWAY 

This is a really early and 

atmospheric garden line, built by 

Bill Stocks and a railway of the 

month in the mid-70's. I am 

aware that a little of the stock 

from it can be found at the 

Bettws-y-Coed Museum, and 

years ago I saw a few items on 

Tony Emerson's line.  A good 

personal friend has started 

gathering information on this 

line, so we are jointly appealing 

for anyone with information, 

articles, photos or memories to 

share to get in touch please. 

 
 

HELPFUL HINTS 
 

Derek writes: 

One of the very few that I am 
ever likely to come up with, but 
maybe it will be useful? 
Wandering round my local Aldi 
the other day, I came across 
yoga/exercise mats at £4.99. A 
long roll of thin spongey rubber. I 

bought one, and have cut it into 
strips which I put between my 
rolling stock in their carrying 
boxes to stop rubbing. You get a 
lot of strips out of one mat. 

 

Pat Brewer also told me that he 
goes to the Pound shop and buys 
packs of small washing sponges, 
which he says are great to pad 
out spaces around locos etc., 
which also sounds useful. 

Derek on his Yoga mat - 
Photo Aving Alaugh 

Rheidol - 16mm Scale Live Steam Models 
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DOWN 

1. Concerning illumination: do this when the fire 
goes out. (7) 

2. Radio website contains island with eponymous 
steam railway. (1,1,1) 

3. A circular object found under rolling stock. (5) 

4. No guys around former Wandsworth brewery with 
horse-drawn wagons. (6) 

5. Tropical storm named after Romney Hythe and 
Dymchurch loco. (7) 

6. Cambrian coast junction came from E. Dover Bay 
in a roundabout sort of way. (9) 

7. A kite entangled at Bredgar and Wormshill. (5) 

11. Got a ruler adjusted for loco speed controller. (9) 

14. Small bird that may leave visiting card on garden 
line. (7) 

16. Wells and Walsingham county, not the Southern 
people. (7) 

17. NEC map redrawn as we set up tents for outdoor 
model railway exhibition. (6) 

18. Mails redirected to town at the end of the line in 
the Himalayan foothills. (5) 

19. A slab upended makes light models. (5) 

21. Kanga’s baby or bar on front of truck. (3) 

 
Chris and Jenny Dowlen 

ACROSS 

1.& 5. Airy cart walk is re-laid as the basis 
of a working train system. (7,5) 

8. Lynton and Barnstaple loco hidden in 
Saddleworth Moor. (3) 

9. Piquet men move themselves to supply 
the necessary for a club evening. (9) 

10. Fairbourne loco found initially in Great 
Western Railway in Launceston. (5) 

12. Glue rod repaired Manx railway valley. 
(7) 

13. Gath is relocated to lake near White 
Pass and Yukon Railroad. (6) 

15. Bumpy ride in a fun event. (6) 

18. Any self-assembly station on the 
Welshpool and Llanfair. (7)  

19. & 23.  Coy bee packer changes to 
locomotive manufacturer in Manchester. 
(5,7) 

20. Oil tram or break up Simplex 
manufacturer. (5,4) 

21. Carnival city found at start of US railway. 
(3) 

22. Golden missile headed up boat train. (6) 

23. See 19 across. 

Solution to OILY RAG CROSSWORD #24 (republished in November/December Throwback Modeller#25) 

ACROSS 

1. Dolgoch Falls; 7. Screw;  8. Chair;  9. Lie; 10. Britannia; 11. Balham; 12. Ignite; 15. Innisfail; 17. RHS;  
18. Gorge; 19. Nigel; 21. Ballyshannon. 

DOWN 

1. Devil’s Bridge; 2. Our; 3. Hawaii; 4. Archangel; 5. Learn; 6. Great Eastern; 7. Steel;  

10. Brass Bell; 13. Iarll; 14. Paints; 16. Norma;  20. Goa. 



Team tram (Derek) - 8  Team L&B (Nigel) - 9 

 

TBM #26 score card 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yeah - spring is here!  Evening running 

is now a thing again, and this year we 

are free of Covid constraints.   I am so 

looking forward to taking advantage 

this year and run some stuff with 

friends.  Now to the disappointment, I 

am so so disappointed to see THREE 

L&B’s for sale, and I’m now subject to a 

temporary purchase ban.  This is totally 

self inflicted.  I was fortunate to be 

offered a Phil Flint Lew, again a very 

short conversation ensued at home, 

“I’d like to buy an engine…”.  Part of the 

“domestic deal” was to promise no 

more……. this year (?), calendar year, 

financial year…  The Phil Flint engine is 

sitting here on my desk, begging to be 

taken outside for a run.  With that only 

a few words from me this edition.  Have 

fun running this 

summer, and 

please say hello 

at one of the 

shows, take care, 

Nigel 

The first one, and in many respects important, is the Llangollen Show, which is 
new to the annual calendar. It is on May 14th, from 10.00 am to 04.30 pm. in the 
Llangollen Pavilion, LL20 8SW. We would obviously like to put on a good perfor-
mance with heritage, and as well as the layout we will have three bays of our dis-
play racking, as we do at Exeter. Due to regulations, we are not able to run meths 
fired locos, but we would still like examples for the display please. You can run 
gas or coal fired locos, but smokeless fuel is stipulated for the latter. Admission is 
£10, with up to three under 16 year olds free with every adult ticket purchased. 
Nigel will be in attendance with the Modular Layout (Go team Modular) at the 
same time. 

The National Garden Railway Show will be held again at the Peterborough Arena 
on 25th. June.  Nigel will be there again with the Modular team and John will 
have his Pentre dual gauge heritage layout present. 

I am happy to say that there will be another Steam and Cakes event at the 
Treetops Light Railway in Oswestry, on Sunday 26th. June, from 12.30 - 16.30. The 
Phurcombe Hall layout will be there, and you are more than welcome to join us. 
There is a ground level 5" gauge line, as well as a superb home made cake stall 
and other small amusements. All proceeds go to MacMillan nurses - very poign-
ant at the moment from my personal viewpoint. Address: 25, Green End, 
Oswestry, SY11 1BU. 

The Llanfair Garden Railway Show returns on Saturday 3rd/Sunday 4th. Septem-
ber. It runs in conjunction with the W&LLRlwy Gala so there will be plenty to in-
terest all members of the family. The Show is in the Institute, SY21 0HW, up the 
hill above the station, where there is plenty of parking, as well as a linking mini-
bus service for those of you who don't fancy the climb! Opens both days at 10.00, 
and closes 4.30 sat, 4.00 sun. 

The Exeter Show, much admired by me as well as a lot of others, will be taking 
place on Saturday 29th. October 10.30 - 16.30. It is at the usual venue of The 
Matford Centre, on the Industrial Estate at Marsh Barton, EX2 8FD, and full details 
are on the Show website: www.exetergardenrailwayshow.com. We will be there 
with the Phurcombe Hall heritage layout, and the attendant static display.  
PLEASE bring something with you to show and/or run, but it would be good if you 
could give me prior notice. After a two year break, this is one to really look for-
ward to, so come and join in the fun. See you there! 

All the above dates are offered in good faith and subject to there being no change 
in current health restrictions. 

Diary Dates  

So so close and requiring a very careful count.  Cover of sale item “Measured and Drawn”……. However there’s only one 

winner and it’s team L&B ;-) Oh what an editorial surprise!  

 
How to contact us…. 

***  Derek Wiggins; 

Email;  

derekwiggins@btinternet.com  

Phone;  01691 654474 

 

***  Nigel Town; 

Email;  nigel.town@uwclub.net  

Phone/Text; 07551 781 583 

16mm Heritage Locomotive 

Owners and Operators 

Association  

Contact us.. 

Tail 

Lamp 


